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The Rotary Club of Nairobi (RCN) slated

to celebrate its 90th birthday on 11th Sep-
tember has just sworn in a new President,
Ritesh Barot, introduced as the youngest and
tallest President of Rotary Club of Nairobi,
the flagship Rotary Club in the subcontinent.
No stranger to Kenyans, Ritesh who takes
charge of the mother club of Rotary in East
and Central Africa, is a fourth generation
Kenyan. He pursued higher education in Lon-
don and holds an Msc in Business Finance.
Ritesh, Director of Barco Hiring & Leasing
Limited is also an investor and financial an-
alyst, writer and business columnist. Having
received much media attention from both
local and international media owing to his
height, he has used the media platform to
champion causes in support and aid of the
physically challenged and is a passionate
humanitarian. Ritesh is also a gifted artist
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and has held several exhibitions of water
colours at and featured multiple times in the
acclaimed Kenya Arts Diary.

Recipient of OGW state honour from His
Excellency the President of the Republic of
Kenya, Ritesh received the national recogni-
tion of Order of the Grand Warrior of Kenya
on 1Ist June, 2017. At a very well attended in-
stallation ceremony that was carefully curat-
ed for Zoom, owing to the current Covid-19
guidelines, the outgoing President Jessica
Kazina symbolically handed over the chain,
gavel and bell as an indication of change of
guard at the helm of the club in this histori-
cally significant year. In his opening remarks,
Ritesh said that, it is an honour to serve

as the 90th President of RCN and with the
support of his Board members and esteemed
fellow Club members, he would continue sev-
eral high impact projects that the Club had
undertaken for the benefit of Kenyans.

Ritesh has earlier served as assistant trea-
surer, Public Relations Director, Club
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Administration Director, Membership Direc-
tor, two terms as Club Secretary, Fundraising
Director for the 39th Annual Rotary Sunshine
Rally, District 9212 Cancer Awareness Secre-
tary and Communications Director for Rotary
Day at the UN 2018, an International event
held for the first time in Africa.

Qutlining his fourfold vision for the Club,
Ritesh said that he would focus on strength-
ening connections with the Community via
high impact projects, enhancing the mem-
bership, presence and glory once associated
with this prestigious club, the Mother Club in
East and Central Africa.

The ceremony was carried out by Incoming
Rotary District Governor Patrick Obath. MC
for the event was Rin Past President Arun
Devani. Incoming Vice President of the Club
Ambassador Dr Josephine Ojiambo was
present together with Incoming and Out-
going Presidents Ritesh Barot and Jessica
Kazina.




SPORTS Scoop

231 golfers braved the elements to up the competiticn at the Ratary Cuo Naircbi
tournament at the Kabete Vel Lab golf course, In his address at the award cer-
emony. Jessie Nunjerl of chief sponsor Prime Bank recognised the cresence of
Rotary Club Ncirobi’s cutgeing president Salim Fazel at prehably his lost public
function. Fazol in his speech, assured all prasent that the funds garnered as well
as all conatiens were this time utilised for cataract cperations for crdinary ‘wo

nainchi’ all eround the ccuniry. Rotary Noiroti members thamselves raised Kshs
425000 towards cccommadating 460 patients at Jaloram Temple whilst awoit

ing the cotaract removal which restored their sight. Patients are selecled from
even remole corners of the couniry, assured Fazal, 199 of them from Garissa have
beneflitled from the Rolary projecl. So impressed is Prime Bank's Chairman Rasik
Kantaria, he's clready pledged his entity's financial suppert next year too. Overall
winner of the day was Samson Mwang: (handicap 18) lallying 3& stableforae, JM
Mwaoura was men's winner followed by Recbert Odero end Henry Obino respective

ly. Mary Karanoc on 33 siableford points clinched the lady winner award, Beatrice
Kamau 1 point shy In her wake. Leading the quest players was N Cecker (34). Tog
senior player (65 years & above) was Kamaol Shoh (31pts) whilst the junior award
(18 & under) was scocped by Steve Orincde. Longes drive hitters, men and ladies,
were Ebill Omaolle and Esther Thumo respeciively, The 'neares| te the pin award
was merited by Andrew Thuku.
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Amidst Royalty, 89th Rotary Club President Installed

BY CAINE CORREA

The Rolarian Club of Naircbi, Ristrict 9200,
celebraied the installation of its 89th Pres-
igent in right roycl stule. Overseeing the
ceremony, bidding a fond farewell tc out
going president Salim Fazal handing over
the chain of office fc his successor Jessica
Kazina, was a righl royal personality too,
Guest of honour ot the occasion wos

Her Royal Highness Sylvia Nagaginda
Nrabogereka, Queen of Bugando in
Uganda. Interesting focis about the origin

of Roterians was narrated by Jeff Bamford,

Rtn Kalpa Padig, Past District Governar
(PDG) Geetc Monek. Outgeing Prasident
Salim Fazal and Ra| Saleh

Dutgaing President Salim Fazal, Incorming President Jessica Kazina
Inceming District 9212 Gavernor Joe Ctin

How four well-meaning friends held reqular
meetings to orgenise their goodwill ven-
tures. Alwoys ol different venues, conven-
ient te which of therm was hosting that par-
ticular meeting, hence the term ‘Rotarion’
from this rotation of venues. From Chicago
to New York, then beyond American borders
to all around the world, the 'Service above
Sell’ Rolarians and its affil youlth bodies
today has 1.2 millien members. In ithe 1930's
Tonzania and Uganda joined Kenua's
District 9200 cnd have grown enormovusiy
to have their own District numbers now.

In her address, HRH Sylvia N Nnabagereka

said Rotarians ore recognised cnd loved

for their work in her 'typical third world'
country, In foct, she herself is a fully-fledged
member ¢f the movemaent. She particular-
ly supperts the empowerment of women

in contemporary positive culture. She also
urged her avid ocudience tc endow youth to
have what it fakes fo fake over tomorrow's
lecdership. She reminded all thal, 'some-
times we have go out of cur comfort zones
to achieve this! Pictures below show
Reierians, officials cnd guests present ot the
installction.

Fer Royal Highness Sylvia Nagginda
Nnabagereka, Queen of Buganca




Rortary Club Eye Camp Enables 260 Patients To Regain Eyesight In A Day

BY CORRESPONDENT

For the last 30 years, The Rotary Club of

Nairobi has been holding free eye camps to
curb rural blindness under the Kenya Rural

Blindness Eradication Project. Dr Mukesh
Joshi (honorary Rotary Ophthalmologist)
and his team have performed more than

17,000 free cataract operations in the last

operations that have been carried out in a
day. The eye camp attracted patients from
Ahero, Migori, Nyamira, Kisii, Kapsabet, Kisu-
mu, and Kendu Bay.

“The Rotary Club of Nairobi is grateful for
the support of Dr Rosemary Obara (Cabinet
Secretary of Health - Kisumu) and Dr Okoth
(CEO, Oginga Odinga Institute). The project
would not have been possible without the

sponsors and well-wishers Alia Mohammed,
Peris Muthoni and Mira Joshi,” reads a press
statement.

three decades under this initiative.

A similar eye camp was held on the 26th -
to 28th April, at the Kisumu Oginga Odinga
Referral Hospital. Rotarian President Salim
Fazal and Rotarian Nelson Mburu accompa-
nied Dr Joshi and team to the camp. A total
of 260 cataract surgeries were successfully
carried out, marking the highest number of

support of The Jalaram School and its mem-
bers (Chairman - Vinod Patel, former chair-
man - Vijay Patel and Principal - Mrs Prabhu)
where all the patients were accommodated.
The Rotary club of Nairobi is most grateful
to Jayant Patel for providing mattresses for
the patients this year and in the past. Other
players in making this a success included

\%
Patients at Jalaram Academu

Alia Mohammed and Rotarian .
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Rotary Club Of Nairobi Promotes Peace Keeping, Conflict Resolution Among Schools
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The Rotary Club of Nairobi’s Global Grant on
Peace training in schools came to a close on
9th March.

Approximately 200 children, teachers,
parents and Rotarians participated at the
event at Arya Samaj, sharing their experi-
ences on how the peace training - which
also included the honing of conflict resolu-
tion skills - had impacted their lives.

"Peace is one of the six areas of focus of
Rotary International and Rotary Clubs keep
implementing diverse projects for prevent-
ing violence and promoting peace,” read

a communiqué from the Secretary- Rotary
Club of Nairobi, Ritesh Barot.

At the closing of the training, children
received certificates and stationery.

Rotary District 9212 initiated the project in
2015, working with children to positively
impact their lives, with their international
partner, Le Mesa Sunrise Rotary Club in San
Diego, USA.

Interaction for Peace (I 4 Peace) successfully
implemented their program on peace in var-
ious schools in the US. Similarly, Children’s
Peace Initiative Kenya (CPI Kenya) has had
similar programs locally. Both NGOs were
chosen to be cooperating organisations and
partner with D 5340 and D 9212.

Rotarian Sudesh Walia from the Rotary

Club of Nairobi led a team to Rotary District
5340, San Diego in 2015, to benefit from
hands-on experience. Joining her were five
members of CPl Kenya.

‘The following schools were selected to
initiate the training in peace and conflict
resolution: Olympic Primary, Toi Primary,
Ayani Primary and Raila Education Center;
Ongata Rongai Primary and St Mary’s Prima-
ry School as well as Arya Vedic and Oshwal
Academy from Nairobi and Mombasa,’
continued the communique.

With the three-year training now complete,
schools can incorporate it to their curricu-
lum or extracurricular activities.
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he Rotary Club of Nairabi's Global Grant on
'eace training in schoels came to a close on
th March.

pproximately 20C children, teachers,
arents and Roterians participated ot the
vent at Arya Samaj, sharing their experi-
nces on how the pecce training - which
Iso included the honing of conllict resclu-
ien skills - had impacted their lives.

'Peace is one of the six areas of focus of
olary Internclional and Rotary Clubs keep
mplementing diverse projects for prevent-
ng violence and promoeling pecce,” read

a communigué from the Secretary- Rolary
Club of Nairobi, Ritesh Barol.

Al {he closing of the Iraining, children
received cerlificales ond staticnery.

Rotary District 9212 initiated the preject in
2013, working with children to positively
impact their lives, with their internaticnal
partner, Le Mesa Sunrise Rotary Club in Sen
Diege, USA.

Intercction lor Peace (| 4 Peace) successiully
implemenied their program cn peace in vor-
ious schools in the US, Similarly, Children’s
Peace Initiative Kenya (CPl Kenya) has had
similar pregrems locally, Both NGCs were
chosen {o be coopercling organisaticns and
parlner with © 5340 ond D 9212.

Rotarion Sudesh Walla from the Rolary

Club of Nairob: led a leam 1o Rolary District
£340, Scn Diege in 2015, 1o benefil from
hands-on experience. Joining her were five
memkbers of CPl Kenya.

‘The fellewing schocls were selected to
initiate the traning in pecce and cenflict
resalution: Olympic Prirmary, Tei Primary,
Ayani Primery and Raila Education Center;
Cngate Rongel Frimary ond St Mary’s Prima
ry School as well as Arya Vedic and Oshwal
Academy from Nairobi and Membasa,'
continued the communigue.

‘wWith the three-year training now camplets,
schools can incorperate it to their curricu-
lurr or extracurricular activities,

Relary Club of
with the young Peace Potrollers from various schools oo

Narogi & CPl Kenyo representatives
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