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I
ntroduced as the youngest and tallest President 
of Rotary Club of Nairobi the Flagship Rotary 
Club in the subcontinent.  No stranger to 
Kenyans, Ritesh who takes charge of the 
mother club of Rotary in East and Central 

Africa, is a fourth generation Kenyan. He pursued 
higher education in London and holds an Msc in 
Business Finance. Ritesh, Director of Barco Hiring 
& Leasing Limited is also an investor and financial 
analyst, writer and business columnist. Having 
received much media attention from both local 
and international media owing to his height, he 
has used the media platform to champion causes 
in support and aid of the physically challenged 
and is a passionate humanitarian. Ritesh is also 
a gifted artist and has held several exhibitions of 
watercolours at and featured multiple times in the 
acclaimed Kenya Arts Diary.    

Recipient of OGW state honor from His Excellency 
the President of the Republic of Kenya. Ritesh 
received the National recognition of Order of the 
Grand Warrior of Kenya on 1st June 2017. 

At a very well attended installation ceremony 
that was carefully curated for Zoom, owing to the 
current Covid guidelines, the outgoing President 
Jessica Kazina symbolically handed over the chain, 
gavel and bell as an indication of change of guard at 
the helm of the club in this historically significant 
year.

In his opening remarks, Ritesh said that , it is an 
honor to serve as the 90th President of RCN and 
with the support of his Board and esteemed fellow 
Club members he would continue several high 
impact projects that the club had undertaken for 
the benefit of Kenyans.

Ritesh has earlier served as assistant treasurer, 
Public Relations Director, Club Administration 
Director, Membership Director, two terms as 
Club Secretary, Fundraising Director for the 39th 
Annual Rotary Sunshine Rally, District 9212 Cancer 
Awareness Secretary and Communications Director 
for Rotary Day at the UN 2018, an International 
event held for the first time in Africa.

Outlining his fourfold vision for the Club, Ritesh said 
that he would focus on strengthening connections 
with the Community via high impact projects, 
enhancing the membership, presence and glory 
once associated with this prestigious club, the 
Mother Club in East and Central Africa. 

The ceremony was carried out by Incoming Rotary 
District Governor Patrick Obath. MC for the event 
was Rtn Past President Arun Devani. Incoming Vice 
President of the Club Ambassador Dr Josephine 
Ojiambo was present together with Incoming and 
Outgoing Presidents Ritesh Barot and Jessica 
Kazina.    << 

Ritesh Barot 
Order of the Grand Warrior of Kenya (OGW)
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Rotary Club of Nairobi 
was chartered on 11th 
September 1930. During 
my tenure as President, 

we will celebrate the 90th Charter 
Anniversary of this august and 
revered Club.

Words may not do justice at 
describing how proud I am to say 
“I AM A ROTARIAN”.

It is even more difficult to explain 
the immense joy and pride I have 
at being a member of THE Rotary 
Club of Nairobi, THE mother club 
of Rotary in East and Central 
Africa.

It truly is an honor to serve as 
the 90th President of Rotary Club 
of Nairobi. Naturally, given the 
stature of our Club, this honor 
comes with great responsibility. 
With the support of my Board 
members and esteemed fellow 
Club members, together WE will 
meet the challenge. Our club 
has been built on a very strong 
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leadership foundation, and I am 
fortunate to have a membership 
that is wholeheartedly 
committed to the Rotary ideal 
of Service Above Self, and 
continues to selflessly go the 
extra mile in strengthening the 
club, and carrying out the many 
worthwhile high impact projects 
that we undertake for the benefit 
of our community and humanity.

I wish to thank all the Past 
Presidents and senior Rotarians 
who have mentored me and had 
faith in me as I served on the 
Board over the past few years. 

I congratulate my predecessor 
Jessica Kazina (Now IPP) for 
an excellent year of Rotary 
service and guiding me through 
the year. I thank all the Board 
members for year 2020/21 as 
we endeavor to do our best and 
more! District Governor Patrick 
Obath, members of Rotary Club 
of Nairobi will work together 
in achieving the goals set out 
for Rotary year 2020/21 with 
dedication and diligence.
My vision for our club in the 
upcoming year is 4 fold:
Strengthened connection with 
the Community, Enhanced 
presence, Membership, and 
regaining the glory once 
associated with this prestigious 
Club. On this special year as we 
mark 90 years since charter, 
We will continue harnessing 
the power of social media 
including our website, Facebook, 
Rotary Showcase as well as add 

other social media platforms 
as recommended by Rotary 
International. There will also 
be greater engagement and 
connection with our Rotaract 
and Interact Clubs. We have 
already witnessed successful 
transition of from Rotaract Club 
of Nairobi Central into Rotary 
Club of Nairobi and this trend will 
gradually continue. During the 
Rotary year we will once again 
sign a sister-club agreement 
with the Rotary Club of Madras 
(District 3232), a very prominent 
93 year old Rotary Club (one 
of the oldest in the Asian 
continent).
 
I would like to continue with the 
work that was started by Past 
President Jessica Kazina and 
Predecessors Past Presidents 
Mohamedali Rahemtulla and 
Salim Fazal. We will work on 
providing ablution blocks at 
Jamhuri High School, water 
projects, and various signature 
projects including Energy saving 
Jiko project, provision of Bed 
Kits to 5,000 children with the 
Canadian Sleeping Children 
Around the World team. Once the 
COVID pandemic is under control, 
we will also continue with our 
Signature Club project Kenya 
Rural Blindness Eradication 
cataract surgeries with the 
guidance of Opthalmologist 
and Hon. Rtn Dr Mukesh Joshi.  
We will also celebrate the 90th 
Charter Anniversary of the club 
in September, and by the end of 
Rotary year 2020/21 we will have 

a book published to mark 90 
years of Rotary Club of Nairobi.
 
We hope to increase our 
presence in the local newspaper 
and media and to this effect I will 
share with the board the process 
I have started toward this. There 
are many disadvantaged people 
throughout our community 
whose only hope will come from 
Rotary. As Rotarians, it will not 
be enough to give only what we 
have left over or what we can 
spare, but we must truly give of 
ourselves, our time and skills 
with new vigor in support of the 
ideals of Rotary. As members 
of Rotary Club of Nairobi, let us 
lead the way as Rotary shares its 
legacy of “Service Above Self”
 
I thank Immediate Past President 
Jessica Kazina for guiding me 
and for the many sacrifices, 
selfless service and dedication 
towards the Club and community 
during Rotary year 2019/20.

I have been mentored by and 
continue learning from the 
“Rotary Giants” of our prestigious 
club as well as the supportive 
Past District Governors and 
Rotary leaders from across 
the District and beyond. Dear 
Members of Rotary Club of 
Nairobi, I count on your full 
support as we set to achieve all 
that is planned for this year and 
beyond. May the works of our 
hands be forever blessed.  <<
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President Ritesh Barot 

IPP Jessica Kazina

Gideon Akwabi

Year 2020/21 
Board of Directors

President:  Ritesh Barot 
IPP:  Jessica Kazina
PE:  Gideon Akwabi
Vice President:  Amb Dr Josephine Ojiambo

Executive Secretary & 
Programs Officer:  Rtn Irina Wandera
Secretary:  Rtn Eva Nyawira
Treasurer:  Rtn Parul Bhatt

International Service:  PP Sudesh Walia
Community Service:  Rtn Anuja Prashar
Fundraising Director:  Rtn Rashmi Chugh
Family of Rotary: PP Dr Ann Vanlauwe 
Vocational Service:  Rtn Nelson Mburu 
Youth Service: Rtn Winnie Gerarts
Public Relations:  Dr Margaretta Wa Gacheru
Membership:  Rtn Kalpa Padia 
SAA:  Rtn Atia Yahya 
Advisor:  PP Arun Devani
Advisor:  PP Salim Fazal

Leadership Development:  PP Dr Salome Gitoho 
 PP Mike Eldon
 PP Dr David Githanga
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Rtn Irina Wandera

PP Salim Fazal

Dr Margaretta Wa Gacheru

Rtn Eva Nyawira

PP Dr Ann Vanlauwe 

Rtn Parul Bhatt

Amb Dr Josephine Ojiambo

Rtn Anuja Prashar

Rtn Nelson Mburu 
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PP Sudesh Walia

Rtn Kalpa Padia

PP Dr Salome Gitoho

Rtn Atia Yahya Rtn Rashmi Chugh

Rtn Winnie Gerarts

PP Dr David Githanga

PP Arun Devani

PP Mike Eldon
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INSTALLATION
of President Ritesh Barot 
and the 2020/21 Board of 
Directors
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July Meetings
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Dear Rotary Family 
and Friends,

Thank you for attending and 
supporting the installation of 

90th President Ritesh Barot
and Rotary Club of Nairobi 

Board 2020/21

Your presence was 
greatly valued.


