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1.00 DG’S MESSAGE
In Rotary, February is the month of Peace 
and Conflict Resolution/prevention  which 
is also one of the areas of focus for Ro-
tary.   The DG’s message argues the root 
causes of conflicts in today’s world stem 
from economic deprivation and mar-
ginalization which push people to revolt 
against such circumstances, more often 
than not, leading to serious conflicts and 
civil strife at wider scales.  He suggests 
community economic empowerment,  
one of Rotary’s areas of focus,  offers 
the most sustainable solution for both 
avoidance of conflicts and permanently 
resolving them when they happen thereby 
urging Rotarians to scale up their projects 
in community economic empowerment 
and  poverty eradication.  He concludes 
economic deprivation and poverty are the 
root causes of all the challenges in the 
other five areas of focus for Rotary.  …  

Read more…

2.00 OUR PDGS’ CORNER  

Our oldest  and most revered Rotarian, 
PDG, AKS member Yusuf Kodwavwala 
continues to share his enlightenment to 
fellow Rotarians and Rotary  leaders in 
our district 9212.   He underlines, while or-
ganization of more clubs is necessary and 
does facilitate a close view by Rotarians 
of communities’ challenges, ensuring the 
quality of clubs is equally important  to be 
considered in Rotary’s extension endeav-
ors.  ….  

Read more… 

3.00 DG’S OFFICIAL CLUB 
VISITS
The DG visited two clubs in Ethio-
pia,(namely the Rotary Club of Jimma Cen-
tral, and the Rotary Club of Gonder Fas-
siledes) and the four in South Sudan.  He 
then traveled to Kenya where he visited 
the Rotary clubs of Marsabet and Maralal 
encountering  unparalleled experience 
and memories of his touring the district.  
Selected photographs are presented on 
each one of them.

Read more…

4.00 DISTRICT 9212 NEWS 
4.1 Two New Clubs Join the Motion:

D9212 saw the installation of one newly 
chartered club and the presentation of 
membership application of another. The 
Rotary club of Mpeketoni which was char-
tered during the fourth quarter of last year 
had delayed its installation ceremony for 
various reasons.This month, it made it at a 
hilarious ceremony on 3rd January, 2016. 

Read more….

4.2 The Rotary club of Lake Tana – 
Bahir Dar 

in Ethiopia completed its training and men-
toring phases and presented its charter 
documentation to RI during the month 
of January, 2016 as well.      This makes 
it the first club to be accepted into RI in 
the district this year and the sixteenth for 
Ethiopia. 

Read more...  

4.3 Nominations Nearing Deadlines:

A)  Announcement has been onset for 
clubs to nominate their district governor 
for the year 2017/18 within the guidelines 
of Rotary International.  The DG has the 
duty of inviting clubs to send their nomina-
tions in accordance with those guidelines 
which have been sent in December, 2015.   
It is now time that clubs consider reporting 
back on their nominations which will have 
to go through various processes before it is 
presented to the nominating committee at 
the 91st  DCA  in Addis Ababa.  This is due 
on February 28, 2016.   

Read more…
B)  At the same time, the DG has also com-
municated to clubs to propose the delegate 
who will represent the district in the nom-
ination of a committee that will select the 
member who will propose to RI a director 
from the zone for the term of 2017/18.  
This nomination is also due by March and 
clubs are reminded to make use of their 
democratic rights and privileges in appoint-
ing their leaders and representatives.  

Read more... 
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5.00 D9212 CLUB 
PROJECTS
5.1 COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS 
PARTICIPATE IN POLIO VACCINATION 
CAMPAIGN

Rotary clubs in D9212 have been working 
hard to end the polio virus causing havoc 
in their communities.  Likewise the Rotary 
club of Syokimau in cooperation of the 
Rotary club of Eganville from Canada, 
D7040 has been working to empower 
the villagers of Mukuru to take charge of 
their fight be training some of them in the 
skill of community health works.  This has 
now started showing real impact with the 
trained CHWs engaging as desired by the 
program.  

Read more…..

5.2 PARTNERSHIP IN A LIFE 
CHANGING ORPHANAGE PROJECT 
SOLICITED

The issue of children losing one or both 
of their parents is a common fact in Africa 
whereby children remain drifting without 
the care and affection of immediate rela-
tives.  The existence of NGOs and human-
itarian organizations to help in this must 
be a welcome opportunity to change the 
lives of orphans.  However, the chances 
those international partners desiring to 
help orphans get local Rotary clubs to 
host them are not as straight a line as 
they appear.  More often than not, the 
two fail to meet and projects delay in tak-
ing off the ground and bringing about a 
second chance to orphans that they need 
so much.  The Rotary EClub of  NextGen 
in Australia has been looking for a worthy 
and capable partner Rotary Club in Kenya 
to host its amazing project that will be 
able to house several dozens of orphaned 
children in Kenya and transform their 
lives.  It has unfortunately been unlucky 
to find one and continues to solicit this 
partnership.  

Read more… 

5.3 THE RC OF NAIROBI UTUMISHI’S 
LN-4 PROSTHETIC HAND PROJECT

The Rotary Club of Nairobi Utumishi has 
continued helping people who lose one 
of their hands to work place or other 
accidents get prosthetic hands in coop-
eration with Rotary clubs in D5110 and 
5160 in the United States of America.  This 
is usually at no cost to the amputees and 

has changed the lives of so many dramat-
ically.  The club has been inviting other 
Rotary Clubs to inform amputees contact 
the project lead, Rotarian Dr. Mussadiq 
Mirr for assistance.  

Read more  

6.00 RI NEWS
6.01 PRESIDENT JOHN GERM REVEALS 
‘ROTARY SERVING HUMANITY’ AS 2016-
17 PRESIDENTIAL THEME

The incoming Rotary International presi-
dent John Germ announced the theme for 
his term to be “Rotary Serving Humanity 
“in the Annual Assembly that took place in 
San Deigo, California at the end of January, 
2016.. 

Read more…  

6.02 – 6.05 SEVERAL OTHER 
INTERESTING SUBJECTS 

...have been captured from TRF Communi-
cations.  These include items like giving in-
spirations during a New Year and   innova-
tion in fund raising, which can be emulated 
in any part of the world. 

Noting that the number of people interest-
ed in Rotary activities in the district has hit 
a record high during December/January,  
the new RI on-line tool to effectively man-
age membership leads has been demon-
strated here.  

7.00 THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION
7.01 BIG PUSH TO KICK POLIO OUT OF 
THE PLANET.  

Rotary has continued to champion efforts 
to this end.  In a scaled up endeavor to 
strengthen the last thrust, Rotary has 
committed to give US$35 million and fund 
revitalized campaigns and reach out to ev-
ery corner of the earth where the dreadful 
virus is still a threat.  

Read more… 

7.2 TRF HEADING FOR ITS CENTENNIAL

Our humanitarian arm of Rotary is heading 
to celebrate its centennial since establish-
ment in 1917.  Clubs and Rotary leaders 
around the world are preparing to mark 
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this important event with renewed 
promises, commitment and solidarity to 
combat all challenges to humanity that we 
all commonly face.  

Read more…

7.3 REVISED GLOBAL GRANT 
MANAGEMENT GUIDELINE IS ONLINE:

The Grant Management Manual has now 
been revised and is available online.  
The revision incorporates considerable 
improvement in simplifying its concepts 
and operational methodologies to make it 
easy and better user friendly.   

Read more…

7.4 REPORTING OF PROJECTS

Though TRF accepts our district’s perfor-
mance of the last quarter among those it 
considers good at 76%, we do not see why 
anything between 90 and 100% cannot be 
achieved.  

Read more ….

8.00 OUR YOUTH OUR 
FUTURE
8.1 ROTARACT ON A GLOBAL SCALE: 

Immediate DRR Rahel Getachew from 
Ethiopia has been appointed as member 
of the Rotaract and Interact Committee 
Member representing Rotaractors and 
Interactors around the world.   Together 
with committee members from Germa-
ny, India and USA,   Rahel was in the RI 
headquarters last month and recounts 
her experience and future goals.  

Read more…

8.2 YOUNG LEADERS IN ACTION

This year Interact clubs from 25 different 
countries submitted videos showing how 
they learn leadership and share the magic 
of 

Interact. Interact Video Awards shows the 
global impact of Interact.  

Read more… 

9.00 THE 91ST DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE AND 
ASSEMBLY
9.1 RI PRESIDENT RAVI RAVINDRAN 
NAMES THE RIPPR FOR THE 91ST DCA:  
Past Rotary

International Director Holger Knaack and 
his spouse,Susanne have been appointed 
to represent RI President  K.R. Ravindran 
and his best half Vanathy at the 91st DCA in 
April, this year.  PDIR Holger Knaack is from 
D1917 in Germany and highly experienced 
Rotary leader who has served our organiza-
tion  for several years.  

Read more…

9.02 REGISTRATION FOR THE DCA

Rotary Club of Kikuyu Participating in the 
91st DCA as a club and holding its club 
meeting in Addis Ababa with the Rotary 
Club of Addis Ababa East on 18 April, 2016. 

Read more…

9.03 HAVING YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 
91ST DCA 

As the dates draw nearer, the organizing 
committee urges Rotarians from across the 
district to register in time, make their hotel 
choice, advise the organizers and book 
their flights for meeting and greeting at the 
airport.  For Rotarians who are able to do 
that, there will be no procedures on arrival 
other than just handing over of room keys 
and conference packages with immediate 
clearance to their respective hotels.  Read 
more…

10.00 RI CONVENTION IN 
SEOUL – SOUTH KOREA 

Read more… 
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Less than 75 days remaining!!! 

CRITICAL ACTIONS TO TAKE TODAY:
Log on to conference.d9212.org and register

 Follow the instructions in there to:

  1.  Pay your registration fee on-line through the address provided

	 	 2.	 Book	your	flight	with	the	Ethiopian	Airlines	by	paying	US$100	partially	of	the	ticket	cost

  3. Chose your hotel from the partner hotels listed in the website

	 	 4.	 Pay	your	booking	confirmation	through	the	address	provided

  5. Advise the organizing committee of your arrival and return dates

Sit back and expect experience of your life time from us.

We look forward to see you in Addis

(YOU MAY PRINT THIS PAGE AS A NOTE FOR YOUR ACTION)

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 91ST DCA?
If not, you are missing an experience of a life time!!

http://conference.d9212.org
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Truly Peace is not just absence of war as PRIP 
Rajendra K. Saboo once said.  Peace is also when 
people meet basic needs of their own and their 
families and have a state of mind in which they WISH 
similar better conditions for others as well.  When 
people have difficulties of meeting what they need 
to sustain their daily living, it is natural they strive 
to make them happen.  When that effort does not 
succeed, they complain about it. When the complaint 
lingers over time and space, it grows to forceful 
engagement simply because the situation becomes 

unbearable to live with.  That includes trespassing 
into others interests thereby leading to conflict with 
those affected. A seemingly simple challenge of an 
individual family trying to put something on the table 
for the household can extend into crisis of families, 
communities, countries and eventually regions and 
becomes a global dilemma where lack of peace and 
conflict clutch the world rendering it as a place of civil 
strife and injustice. In that situation, families break 
apart.  Youngsters become homeless and all kinds of 
destitution engulf society. People start living in street 
corners scavenging their daily consumption.  Many 
establish themselves in that way living a sub-human 
life where children  are borne and grow to adulthood 
with the culture of the street that has no place for the 
usual societal values, with very limited passion for 
community and love for one’s country -  something 
that the average person has deep routed sentiments 
for.   That is when criminals who do not mind taking 
life for just a few dollars come to be.   

Peace and conflict prevention/ resolution are a 
factor of community empowerment to take charge 
of their own predicaments and becoming drivers 
(movers and shakers if you please) of their own 
destinies.  If communities believe they are 
in full control of their destinies and have 
trust in their ability to achieve what they 
want, they tend to strive to improve their 
living conditions and see propelling 
conflicts waste their time of doing so 
and/or may even cost them.  In that 
situation, peaceful co-existence 
with others is easier to achieve 
than otherwise.  If we look into 
the global absence of peace, 
(and presence of conflict) we 
find out it is largely the result of 
communities lacking the power to 
control their livelihoods particularly 
those of economic and social nature.   
Everything we see in the crisis that 
our world is presently engrossed by has 
its roots in socio-economic deprivation 
- people finding themselves where their 
opportunities are unjustly removed and/or 
hampered by others.  Naturally, they go into 
antagonistic relations – thus conflict, coercion, 
fighting, dislocation, migration and the entire 
crisis which follow them and abound our planet 
today.  

Rotary’s six areas of focus of which peace and conflict 
resolution/prevention is a part include Community 
Economic Empowerment.  To me, this area outweighs 
all the other five that Rotary and Rotarians strive to 
help communities mitigate.  The root causes of them 
all remains actual or perceived deprivation of people’s 
economic and social rights.  I believe our endeavors 
to help communities emancipate themselves from 
their socio-economic malaise are the most effective 
means and ways of empowering communities. This 
is also the most sustainable way of enhancing peace 
in communities.  Rotary projects, big or small, that 
target building the capacities of communities to be 
the champions of their own livelihoods lead to the 
state of affairs where people are engaged in working 
to improve their lives rather than inflaming conflict.  
The net effect is a situation where people are at peace 
with everybody else working to make their lives what 
they want them to be.  It then becomes our singular 
priority to make sure our service projects target to 
empower communities so that they are the makers or 
breakers of their own socio-economic destinies.         

1 THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
1.1 FEBRUARY – PEACE AND CONFLICT PREVENTION/RESOLUTION MONTH
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KNOW MORE ABOUT ROTARY’S 
PEACE ACTION INITIATIVES

A peacemaker trained by The Rotary Foundation 
travels from England to Australia to help Sudanese 
refugees prepare to return home and resolve con-
flicts.

Forty-two million people are displaced by 
armed conflict or persecution, and 90 percent of 
armed-conflict casualties are civilians, half of them 
children. Through service projects, fellowships, and 
other Rotary-sponsored campaigns, members train 
adults and young leaders to prevent and mediate 
conflict, and aid refugees who have fled dangerous 
areas. Members also pursue projects to address the 
underlying structural causes of conflict, including 
poverty, inequality, ethnic tension, lack of access to 
education, and unequal distribution of resources.

Join Rotary and help spread peace around the 
world.
Give now to promote peace.

Log on to rotary.org

Resources & Reference

• Support Rotary Peace Centers
• Learn more about Rotary Peace Fellowships
• Browse Rotary Showcase for member projects  
 promoting peace
• Find a peace project to sponsor on Rotary   
 Ideas
• Contact our manager for peace and conflict   
 prevention/resolution
• Learn about the Rotarian Action Group for   
 Peace

If your are going to do it; do it now.  Register for 
the 91st DCA; don’t miss out and regret later.
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2.01 QUALITY;  AN IMPORTANT CRITERIA IN MEMBERSHIP
By PDG Yusuf Kodwavwala 

2 OUR PDG’S CORNER

Following my two contributions to the Governor’s 
Monthly letter in this Rotary year, I come to my 
third. Having talked about the need to increase 
the number of Rotarians, I now want to talk about 
the type of Rotarians we want to recruit into our 
wonderful organisation. This is important because in 

our surge to increase the quantity, we might overlook 
or compromise on the quality.

Quantity is easy to measure and therefore kudos to 
Governors and Club Presidents are dished out on 
the basis of it. Quality on the other hand is difficult 
to define and measure. No wonder Rotary has left 
it vague and amorphous, except for the attendance 
clause. So one wonders what are the requisites of a 
good Rotarian, apart from the mandatory attendance. 
Is it 100% attendance, participating in Club projects 
which help the local community and international 
drives like polio eradication, adherence to high 
ethical standards and vocational excellence, support 
for the Rotary Foundation, take leadership positions, 
be an informed Rotarian and finally attend District 
Conferences and International Conventions.

Having given considerable thought to this important 
aspect of Rotary, I have come to the conclusion that 

it is all this and more; quality is comprehensive 
and all inclusive. I wonder how many of us fulfil 
these criteria! Even the attendance regulation 
has been cast aside, in spite of the original 
requirement of 66% being reduced to 33% and 
this now includes Committee meetings and project 
visits. We have relegated ourselves to subscription 
paying members, who ignore all other obligations of 
being a Rotarian. Then there are those who readily 
throw large cheques and qualify as Cheque Rotarians. 
Worse still, some join to make contacts and enjoy 
the benefits of networking. It is rightly said that one 
gets out of Rotary what one puts in. In this way, fun, 
friendship, fellowship, professional and business 
contacts and yes even networking will come our 
way but to join it solely for that purpose is abusing 
a Service organisation. Though Rotary was founded 
by a lonely attorney to obtain fellowship, its enduring 
core value is Service above Self.

In my long search for the definition of a quality 
Rotarian, I came across what Bob Barth, a 
distinguished Past President of Rotary once said. 
Being Swiss, he made a precise definition and it spells 
out all the qualities of a good Rotarian. Amongst 
other things he said. ‘This lapel badge which I am 
wearing tells you that I am a Rotarian. I am reliable, 
dependable and you can trust me. I give more than I 
take.’

Let us not soil our lapel badge by offering it to wrong 
people to wear it. They don’t deserve the accolade. 
They simply want to take without giving anything in 
return. In our enchantment to increase our numbers 
and our obsession to acquire more Rotarians, we 
have scrapped our time honoured rule of recruiting 
members by invitation and are asking men and 
women to apply for membership of Rotary Clubs. 
That approach might increase members of Rotary 
Clubs but not necessarily the number of Rotarians. If 
we want to continue that approach we must develop a 
good filtering mechanism so that we have amongst 
us more Rotarians who uphold our mission, 
tradition and values.
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3.1  ETHIOPIA
Two clubs were visited by the DG in Ethiopia.  The first 
is the Rotary Club of Gonder Fassiledes in the Amhara  
regional state.  The DG met with the club’s board but not 
the full membership of 13 which could not meet due to 
many of them being in field trips outside the city.  

The other club visited by the DG was the Rotary Club 
of Jimma Central  some 350 kilo meters South in to the 
Coffee zone of Ethiopia.  The DG witnessed a very vibrant 
club silently involved in diverse projects at the heart of the 
less fortunate.  One such project is a complete renovation, 
refurbishing and furnishing of a kindergarten  within 
the Hamle 19 Primary school from a building that was 
abandoned by the school long time ago.  The facility has 
been completed and was ready at the time of the visit to 
accept some fifty toddlers to enjoy the amenities of a well 
furnished and equipped KG that their parents could never 
have dreamt to offer them.  

3 DG’S OFFICIAL CLUB VISITS

Rotary Club of Jimma

The Renovated KG of Jimma Hamle 19 School
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3.2  SOUTH SUDAN
The DG then flew to South Sudan’s capital Juba on 26/01/2016  where three clubs had come together to cut 
down his trip into the hinterlands of the country where both logistics and security concerns were serious 
challenges for him to undertake.  These were the Rotary Clubs of Juba, Munuki and Nzara.  

Joint board meeting and a fellowship program had been planned the same day that the DG arrived in 

Juba.  Clubs reported on what they have been doing during the last six months since July 1, 2015, what their 
achievements were and what challenges have affected their expectations.  

The next  day the DG flew to the second most important city of  South Sudan, Wau,  at its western end where 
the Rotary club of Wau has been running since last year.  The club  has been doing extremely well at this 
initial stage when the continued civil unrest in the country called upon all philanthropic organizations in the 
country to help.  The club has been actively engaged in trying to stand with the people in these difficult days 
which appeared to have been recognized by the public at large and the administrative machinery there very 
well. 

3 DG’S OFFICIAL CLUB VISITS

Welcome to Juba

Juba

Juba

DG, CC, PP of Juba and Club Secretary of Wau after 
live morning talk show on Radio Hope in Wau
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3.3  KENYA
On 29th January, 2016, the DG flew to Nairobi for his final leg of visiting two clubs he could not visit in the 
earlier months due to the rainy season there.  These were the Rotary Clubs of Marsabet and Maralal in the 
Northern tip of the country very close to the DG’s own country, Ethiopia.

Despite the fact that both 
these clubs are located in 
the most remote parts of the 
country involving at least eight 
hours of driving in harsh terrain to 
Marsabet and another six hours to 
Maralal, the DG felt  extremely at 
home in a rural setting where he 
could speak his own local language 
to people on the street as the two 
neighboring countries share a 
common tribe called Borena that 
the DG’s ancestors are from.    

3 DG’S OFFICIAL CLUB VISITS

Marsabet

Maralal Marsabet/Maralal
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4.1 CHARTER CEREMONY OF THE  RC OF MPEKETONI IN KENYA 
4 D9212 NEWS

Rotarian Dhanji M. Naran, President of the sponsor club,  Rotary Club of Malindi,  DG’s Special Representative 
Rtn.  Eric  Mwashighadi and several Rotarians from  Coast region congregated in Mpeketoni  on 23rd 
January, 2016 to celebrate the chartering ceremony of the the Rotary Club of Mpeketoni which makes the 
79th   Rotary club of Kenya.

We welcome our rising star of service above self 
and call upon all Rotarians in  D9212 and around 
the world to  give it their  hands as it springs up to 
join our humanity in motion.   Congratulation to all 
the Rotarians who have been behind this successful 
chartering of the club specially the team of charter club 
leaders and the mentor Rtn Eric Mwashighadi who has 
been shuttling the long distance between Mpeketoni 
and Malindi  tirelessly to make this happen.
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4.2 ROTARY CLUB OF LAKE TANA - BAHIR DAR ORGANIZED
4 D9212 NEWS

A new Rotary Club has been in the making in the 
capital city of the Amhara Region of Ethiopia,  Bahir 
Dar.  The group forming this club has been meeting 
for the last six months under going different training 
programs in the ABC of Rotary.  The key promoter of 
the club is a former Rotarian named Abaineh Worku 
who had a demonstrated interest to give back to his 
communities as a member of the now defunct  Rotary 
Club of Bahir Dar.

The club meets at the RahNile Hotel on Fridays. At 
6.15PM.   District Governor Teshome Kebede visited 
the club on, January 3, 2016 and provided a half 
day training in club management and governance.  
Commenting on the status of the club, he expressed 
his satisfaction in the vibrancy and keen interest of 
the members to stand out as a robust club providing 
the much needed Rotarian services in the capital of 
the Amhara regional state.  

The New Club Survey  made by the DG assigned 
representative Rtn Abebe Shibru shows the city 
of more than 500,000 residents is abound with 
professionals with passion to give back to their 
communities and so far there is no active club.  
The nearest is the Rotary Club of Gonder 
Fassiledes which is 180 kilo meters away and 
therefore the organization of the Rotary Club that 
the members would like to call The Rotary Club of 
Lake Tana - Bahir Dar is sustainable and timely.

The necessary charter documents have been sent to 
RI  on 20/01/2016 expected to be approved shortly.

Welcome the Rotary Club of Lake Tana - Bahir Dar 
Ethiopia’s  new champ of service above self on the 
rise.
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Have you made your nomination yet?  

This is due on February 28, 2016.  

Make sure you have your say on who 
your leader will be then?  It is a Rotarian’s 
unparalleled democratic right.  

Make use of it today!!   

If you want  more information, contact your 
country	office	right	away.

Recap:  At the 2017 RI convention in Atlanta, a director will be elected from among Rotarians in our 
zone. Per RI Bylaws, director-nominees are selected by a zone nominating committee comprising one from 
each district in the zone or zone section.  We now have to select the members of the 2016-17 nominating 
committee for the RI director.  

Ref back:   Invitation to propose Rotarians and the conditions of doing so have been sent to each club 
president in October with deadline for submission by March 15, 2016.  Please make sure your voice makes 
part of the decision to identify the Rotarian representing us in this important task.    

4.3 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A) NOMINATE YOUR DG FOR 2017-18

B) NOMINATION FOR THE MEMBER AND ALTERNATE FOR THE 
DIRECTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE FROM OUR DISTRICT

4 D9212 NEWS
(CONTINUED)

?
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The price of freedom is eternal vigilance, goes 
the saying and vigilance is needed to prevent the 
resurgence of the polio virus in Africa. The movement 
of people is a constant threat to the success that has 
been achieved in largely eradicating the disease.  
Vigilance is needed in protecting children through 
vaccination programs to prevent the transmission of 
the disease.

In the densely populated informal settlement of 
Mukuru, Nairobi, a Canadian Rotary club has 
been assisting in the delivery of health services by 
the Imara Healthcare Centre. The Rotary Club of 
Eganville from Canada  (eganvillerotary.com/imara-
project) received a District 7040 Grant to train 18 

Community Health Workers.  On completion 
of their training they participated in a polio 
vaccination campaign in Mukuru and vaccinated 
6,400 children.  

Discussions are underway with Kenya’s Rotary 
Club of Syokimau in Nairobi to develop a project 
to provide Safe Motherhood Vouchers to poor 
expectant mothers to ensure they receive appropriate 
maternal care during their pregnancy.  It is hoped 
that initiatives such as this will help reduce the 
high maternal mortality rates in Mukuru.  That 
too requires vigilance - keeping careful watch for 
possible difficulties or complications in the mother’s 
pregnancy.

5.1 COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS PARTICIPATE IN POLIO VACCINATION 
CAMPAIGN
BY ALAN FOX 
Chair, International Service Committee 
Rotary Club of Eganville, Ontario, Canada

5 D9212 PROJECTS
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5.2. PARTNER WITH UMOJA PROJECT

5 D9212 PROJECTS

Cathy Booth is a Rotarian, Paul Harris Fellow and 
member of the Rotary E-Club of NextGen, District 
9640 based in Australia.   She is an Australian mum, 
grandmother and primary school teacher who after 
a holiday in Kenya in 2010, was overcome with the 
abject poverty and situations she witnessed, and 
decided to do something about it.

As we move further into 2016, She wants to make 
all Rotary Clubs in all parts of the world aware of 
Umoja Orphanage Kenya Project which she founded 
4 ½ years ago, and the hope that some clubs may be 
interested in knowing more about the project, even 
becoming part of the big picture of Umoja by assisting 
her efforts financially, or wanting to volunteer in 
the future.  Umoja Orphanage Kenya is a project of 
Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS 
Project 51/2011-12);  https://donations.rawcs.com.
au/Default.aspx?ProjectID=593&ReturnTo=4  . The 
sponsoring club is Sunrise Rotary Club, Bundaberg; 
District 9570.  All funds are donated via the Rotary 
Australia World Community Service Website and the 
project bank account is held by RAWCS also.

The project aspires to create much more than an 
orphanage; a sustainable project, with many projects 
within the project, contributing to sustainability and 
improving the living conditions of its surrounding 
communities.  Cathy and her team have achieved 
much over the past 4 ½ years working through 
immense challenges.  It has always been the project’s 
intent to have sustainability firmly founded prior to 
taking in any children.

In the past three years, 53 volunteers, mostly 
Rotarians, have come to Kenya from Australia to 
work at the project.  Cathy also did guest speaking 
about the project, and have spoken at many Rotary 
Club meetings, other service clubs and schools 
in Australia and District Conferences both in her 
country, Australia, and in India.  She is available to 
be a guest speaker at your 2017 District Conference, 
or Institutes. She is so passionate about spreading 
the word on the Umoja Project.  

Cathy and her team ardently hope to have their first 
children’s home completed by April this year,   have 
their official opening and take in the first orphaned 
children.  They also would love to have other Rotary 
Clubs around the world become involved with them, 
and this, therefore, is to invite clubs to get to know 
about the Umoja Orphanage project in Kenya. 

 

In particular, Cathy Booth and her team invite 
Rotary clubs in Kenya with close proximity to the 
project site to partner with the Rotary EClub of 
Next Gen, District ;9640 in Australia and host 
this worthy project so that more resources can 
be accessed from TRF and the intended impact of 
the project widened and deepened.   Indeed, it is 
an outstanding opportunity for Kenyan clubs to pick 
up this partnership and build on the service project 
that has already taken the shape and is ready to 
move forward. 

More information can be provided via the following 
address.

Cathy Booth         
www.umojahome.com 
www.facebook.com/umojakenya                                                                                                                                       

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION

When you give some one an 
elevating hand, consider you 

have changed  a life
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5.3 THE RC OF NAIROBI UTUMISHI’S LN-4 PROSTHETIC HAND PROJECT

5 D9212 PROJECTS
(CONTINUED)

After industrial designer Ernie Meadows and his 
wife Marj lost their 18 year old daughter Ellen in 
an automobile accident, Ernie set out to create a 
legacy to her memory.  Over time he developed an 
affordable prosthetic hand to help those who had lost 
a hand and could not afford other alternatives.  Most 
who benefit from the LN-4 hand have been injured 
by landmines, accidents, acts of violence, or birth 
defects.  In 2006 Ernie gave the prosthetic hand to 
Rotarians, asking only that no one profit from its 
production or distribution and that no recipient ever 
be charged for its use.

The hand is designed and produced by The Ellen 
Meadows Prosthetic Hand Foundation (EMPHF) with 
Michael Mendonca as current president.  This is an 
admirable initiative with far reaching achievements 
and impact on people who would otherwise found 
themselves leading miserable lives.  

 

The NAIROBI UTUMISHI ROTARY CLUB in Kenya 
and Rotary clubs in D5110 and D5160 in Oregan USA  
have an  ongoing collaborative  LN-4 prosthetic hand 
project to benefit amputees in our district.   

There are some conditions that must be fulfilled 
before an amputee can receive a prosthetic hand.  
The most important one is that the amputation 
should be below the elbow .Secondly there should be 
at least five to six inches of arm below the elbow for 
the prosthetic hand to be fixed on so that it can be 
used satisfactorily.  

 

This is now to inform Rotarians that if they know or 
come across  an amputated  person with amputated 
hand and is interested to have a prosthetic 
replacement to forward the details to any one  of the 
Rotarians mentioned below:.

 

1.  Club past president Rotarian Sumant 
Desai, (Initiator of this project in   Kenya) 

 E-mail:    saj_de_sai_@yahoo.com, 
Telephone:  +254737-767539, 

2. Current President Rotarian Carol Murugo. 

 E-mail:   carol.murugo@gmail.com, 
Telephone: +254722 - 525449,  

 

3.  Rotarian Dr Joyce Shamshudin, 

 Director - Service Projects Committee.

 E-mail:  vetcare.joyce@gmail.com,    
Telephone:  +254733 – 616974,  

 

4.  Rotarian Dr Mussadiq Mir,  (currently 
managing the project)

 E-mail:   mussadiqmir@gmail.com  or 
mussadiq.mir@aku.edu; 

  Telephone: +254700-001920, or +254738-
935177]

 

On receiving full information about the individual, 
the Rotary Club of Nairobi Utumishi will make the 
necessary arrangements for the amputee to receive 
the prosthetic hand.

 

 Please spread the information about this worthy 
opportunity to benefit amputees who may have to 
leave with the curse of not having a hand.
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6.01  PRESIDENT JOHN GERM REVEALS ‘ROTARY SERVING HUMANITY’ AS 2016-17 PRESIDENTIAL THEME

6 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Rotary’s founder, Paul Harris, believed that serving 
humanity is “the most worthwhile thing a person can 
do,” RI

President-elect John F. Germ said, and that being a 
part of Rotary is a “great opportunity” to make that 
happen.

Germ unveiled the 2016-17 presidential theme, 
Rotary Serving Humanity , to incoming district 
governors on 18 January at the International 
Assembly in San Diego, California, USA. “I believe 
everyone recognizes the opportunity to serve Rotary 
for what it truly is: not a small opportunity, but a 
great one; an opportunity of a lifetime to change the 
world for the better, forever through Rotary’s service 
to humanity,” said Germ.

Rotary members around the globe are serving 
humanity by providing clean water to underdeveloped 
communities, promoting peace in conflict areas, and 
strengthening communities through basic education 
and literacy. But none more important than our work 
to eradicate polio worldwide, he said. After a historic 
year in which transmission of the wild poliovirus 
was stopped in Nigeria and all of Africa, Germ said 
we are closer than ever to ending polio. “We are at 
a crossroads in Rotary,” he added. “We are looking 
ahead at a year that may one day be known as the 
greatest year in Rotary’s history: the year that sees 
the world’s last case of polio.”

Last year’s milestones leave just two countries, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, where the virus still 
circulates. Polio would be only the second human 
disease ever to be eradicated. When that moment 

arrives, it’s “tremendously important” that Rotary 
is ready for it, said Germ. “We need to be sure that 
we are recognized for that success, and leverage 
that success into more partnerships, greater 
growth, and even more ambitious service in the 
decades to come.” 

Germ, a member of the Rotary Club of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, USA, encouraged attendees to return to 
their clubs and communities and spread the word 
about Rotary’s role in the fight for a polio-free world. 
“People who want to do good will see that Rotary is a 
place where they can change the world. Every Rotary 
club needs to be ready to give them that opportunity,” 
Germ said.  Enhancing Rotary’s image isn’t the only 
way to boost membership. “We need clubs that are 
flexible, so our service will be more attractive to 
younger members, recent retirees, and working

people.”  He added: “We need more willing hands, 
more caring hearts, and more bright minds to move 
our work forward.”

6.01.02  What is Rotary? 

Have you ever struggled to answer that question? 
How can you describe an organization that is so 
many things to so many people? Find out about how 
you can talk about Rotary’s essence and watch this 
short video to get more ideas.

6.01.03 Be Inspired to Give

Make a New Year’s resolution to give 

Schoolchildren in India have desks to sit at. Women 
and children in Monrovia, Liberia, are being saved 
from AIDS. And poor women in Esmeraldas, 
Ecuador, are starting small businesses to provide 
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for their families. When you give to The Rotary 
Foundation, you support projects like these all over 
the world. Discover how your gift to the Foundation 
does a world of good, and find out how easy it is to 
give.

GIVE   

INNOVATIVE SERVICE PROJECTS

Clubs battle hunger in Missouri

Rotary members in central 
and northeastern Missouri, 
USA, did their part recently to 
combat hunger by collecting 
nonperishable items and 
volunteering at local food banks 
and pantries. It was all part of 
a challenge issued by the Rotary district’s incoming 
governor, which pitted clubs in the northern part of 
the district against those in the south.

6.01.04 Number of People Interested to Join Clubs in 
our District Hits Record

Our district has had the biggest number of inquiries 
by people in the district who wanted to know more 
about our activities and consider becoming Rotarians 
themselves.   More than 65 interests were received by 
RI and forwarded to us during the month of January.  
The information has been provided online by the 
RI membership development team using the newly 
implemented online membership development 
support tool.  

Clubs which have been picked up by the interested 
individuals are expected to contact them and 
evaluate whether their interests are genuine and 
can be followed up to be invited into membership.  
The new membership development tool provides a 
simple tracking and management option of would-
be Rotarians.  The following guidelines help to use it 
effectively.  Please also provide RI with the results of 
your application of the tool and result of your follow 
up to enable the concerned staff continue improving 
the service mechanism 

6.01.05  DID YOU KNOW THIS?

Based on feedback from clubs through Rotary Club 
Central ever since it was launched in 2012-13, 
two important improvements relating to goals, 
for 2016-17 have been made: 

1. The membership goal will no longer be 
based on retention of new and existing members. 
Instead, it will represent the number of members 
in a club at the end of the Rotary year. 

2. The Annual Fund goal will no longer be 
divided into levels of giving. Instead, it will be a 
single goal for total Annual Fund contributions 
made by the club and its members. 

BE vibrant and fresh all the time
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December 2015 
 

 

Highlight 
information with 

1 Go to Rotary.org and 
sign in to My Rotary. 
Then go to Manage, 

then Club 
Administration. 

Leave room in the 
side margins for A-4 
printing. 

HOW TO MANAGE 
MEMBERSHIP LEADS  
(FOR CLUBS) 

Select View or 
manage leads. 2 

If you don’t have any leads,  
you’ll get a message that explains why. 
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3 

Prospective member leads 
show: 

 How they heard about Rotary 

 Alumni and program 
participation 

 

Referral 

You can filter or sort leads. Scroll down to 
see more pages. 

View your leads here. Select a 
candidate’s name to see more 

information. 

You can filter or sort leads. Scroll down to see 
more pages. 

3 
View your leads here. Select a 
candidate’s name to see more 

information. 

Rejoin or change club leads show:  

 Current or previous clubs and positions held 

 Previous club and district 
 

Prospective member leads 
show: 

 How they heard about Rotary 

 Alumni and program participation 
 

1234 Referral leads show: 

 Details about the candidate 

 Who made the referral 
 

 



23

 
 

December 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4 All current officers can manage membership leads. Incoming 
and immediate past officers can only view them. 

 

When you select Manage status, you 
can officially admit the member by 

selecting Club admitted candidate. 
Select the ADD button, complete the 
additional details, and hit Submit. 

Some statuses will require you to 
leave feedback. Other statuses are 
considered the final step of the 
process and will move the lead to 
the historical lead report. 
 

 
If you admit members using your 
own database (i.e., ClubRunner), 
confirm the member ID before 
adding the member to avoid creating 
duplicate records. 
 

 

1234 

Status history shows the progress of active leads and any 
feedback left by clubs, your district, or staff. 

 

For members changing clubs, the 
secretary of their old club must terminate 
their membership in Rotary’s database 
before they can be admitted into their 
new club. 
 

ABC 
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 5 

The View reports link leads to two reports: 

 Membership Leads Report — List of 
active and historical leads and all associated 
data, by individual lead 

 Membership Leads Executive 
Summary — Analysis of how your leads 
have heard about Rotary, their progress and 
demographics, and the average time to 
contact, assign, and admit them 

 

For more information about membership leads, see Connect to 
Membership Leads. Questions? Email 

membershipdevelopment@rotary.org.  

You can view reports by selecting this link 
for inactive leads or selecting View 
reports as shown below. 
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Rotary Global Rewards gives you discounts on travel, hotels, vehicle 

rentals and others, all designed to help you get more good work done.  

Our rewards program is unique because you’re invited to help build it. 

Create an offer for your own business to enhance our growing portfolio 

of Rotary Global Rewards.

FIND ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS AT ROTARY.ORG/GLOBALREWARDS

Terms and Conditions apply in creating  
an offer for your own business.

ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS:
THE GOOD YOU DO COMES  
BACK TO YOU
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Inspiring others through vocational service 

Rotarians serve, empower, and inspire others by 
using their vocational skills and expertise to address 
community needs and help others discover new 
vocational opportunities. Here are a couple of ways 
that Rotarians are applying their expertise to the 
needs of their communities: 

• Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Phoenix in 
Mauritius provide career counseling for university 
students. The club also encourages members’ 
spouses and friends to offer counseling and share 
hands-on experiences to help the students focus 
their career goals.

• In Gujarat, India, the Rotary Club of Rajkot 
Midtown set up a vocational training center for 
women in the community. The center provides 
training in areas such as computers, sewing, 
beauty care, dancing, cooking, and arts, aiming to 
equip the women with needed job skills. Since its 
launch about a decade ago, the center has helped 
several thousand women find jobs.

Be inspired by reading how others celebrate 
Vocational Service Month.

ETHICAL DILEMMA  

What would you do?

Your club is working on a literacy project with a 
school in a poor rural community with which the 
club has a long-standing relationship. The school 
has identified a need for teacher training, as well as 
for new books and computers. You and fellow club 
members have developed a project plan and the 
club has hosted three fundraising events to cover 

the project’s costs. Though the project was to begin 
at the start of the calendar year, your club hasn’t 
been able to raise all the money required. Your 
club president has connected with an organization 
specializing in literacy and education that works in 
the region, and the organization is willing to cover 
the remaining costs — on the condition that it will 
take over the project, with little further involvement 
from your club. Without the remaining funds, your 
club is unable to start the project, and the school is 
relying on you. What do you do?

If you would like to submit an ethical dilemma for 
discussion, email us at rotary.service@rotary.org. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING TEAMS OFFER THEIR 
EXPERTISE  

Clubs in Uganda and U.S partner on maternal and 
child health initiatives. 

The Rotary Club of Kampala North, in Uganda, 
and the Rotary Club of Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, 
USA, worked to lower maternal mortality rates and 
improve neonatal care at community health centersin 
Uganda through a global grant-sponsored vocational 
training team. The exchange between health care 
professionals from Makerere University and Drexel 
University focused on health care education and 
improving infrastructure. Organizers estimate 
that the project affected nearly 5,000 people 
living in rural areas around Kampala.   

Organize a vocational training team (VTT) 
to travel to a different country, learn how your 
profession is practiced there, and teach new skills and 
methodologies to your international counterparts. 
VTTs may qualify for a district or global grant.

6.3 VOCATIONAL SERVICES
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TRACKING MEMBERSHIP LEADS IS EASIER THAN EVER  

District leaders and club officers can now review 
inquiries from prospective, referred, and relocating 
or returning members — all in one place. Sign in to My 
Rotary and visit the Club and District Administration 
pages to discover how easy it is to manage your online 
membership leads and review reports.

• Visit the Club and District Administration 
pages

• Download Connect to Membership Leads

• Learn about the membership process

ADD YOUR OWN OFFER ON ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS 

Would you like to share discounts with other 
Rotarians? Help build Rotary Global Rewards by 
adding special offers from your own company to the 
growing portfolio of Rotary Global Rewards.

• Create an offer

• Download our Global Rewards promotional 
kit

 

ATTRACTING YOUNG LEADERS THROUGH VOCATIONAL 
SERVICE  

Club’s professional development event celebrates 
women. 

With women making up only 24 percent of its 
membership, the Rotary Club of Bentonville, Arkansas, 
USA, was looking for a way to make Rotary more 
visible to the women in their community. Combining 
the expertise of their members, support from local 
female leaders and from Rotary International 
Director Jennifer Jones and then-Director Mary Beth 
Growney Selene, the club organized an International 
Women’s Day professional development event. More 
than 200 students, as well as women and men from 
the community, heard five accomplished women 
speak about their careers and families.

 

2015-16 PRESIDENTIAL CONFERENCES  

Learn more about Rotary’s areas of focus. 

To highlight Rotary’s work in its areas of 
focus, RI President K.R. Ravindran and Rotary 
Foundation Trustee Chair Ray Klinginsmith 
are jointly convening a series of presidential 
conferences. The first of the series, the Rotary World 
Peace Conference, was held 15-16 January in Ontario, 
California, USA, just before the 2016 International 
Assembly. The two-day event brought together 
community and business leaders, Rotarians and 
non-Rotarians from all sectors of society to exchange 
ideas related to conflict prevention and resolution.

Upcoming conferences:

• Disease Prevention and Treatment 
Conference, Cannes, France, 19-20 February

• Economic Development Conference, Cape 
Town, South Africa, 27 February

• Literacy and Water, Sanitation, Hygiene 
(WASH) in Schools, Kolkata, India, 11-13 March

• WASH in Schools, Pasay City, Philippines, 
18-19 March

Resources & reference 

An Introduction to Vocational Service Get 
information, resources, and project ideas related to 
vocational service. 

Rotary Ideas Search Rotary’s online database of club 
and district service projects in need of assistance. 

Rotarian Code of Conduct A set of ethical guidelines 
for Rotarians.

The Four-Way Test An ethical guide to use for 
personal and professional relationships.

Vocational Service offers information and 
resources to help Rotarians practice vocational 
service in their work lives and club activities. 

Send questions or comments to rotary.service@rotary.
org. 

6.3 VOCATIONAL SERVICES

(CONTINUED)
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6.4 TIPS FOR RUNNING EFFECTIVE MEETINGS
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Rotary	gives	$35	million	boost	to	polio	eradication	

Rotary is releasing $35 million in grants to support 
polio immunization activities and research in nine 
countries, including Afghanistan and Pakistan. The 
funds will build on last year’s historic achievement 
of stopping the transmission of the wild poliovirus 
in Nigeria and all of Africa. Read about the grants.

GIVE TO END POLIO

Centennial promotion kit available 

The celebration of The Rotary Foundation’s 2016-
17 centennial officially kicks off at this year’s 
convention in Korea, but you can prepare your 
club and district officers now using materials in the 
centennial promotion kit.

Here are some ideas for promoting the centennial 
in your upcoming presidents-elect training seminar 
and district training assembly:

• Use the centennial logo on your Foundation 
training materials.

• Share weekly Foundation facts with 
participants prior to training sessions.

• Feature the Foundation in your program, 

emphasizing that clubs should hold Rotary Days 
to showcase the Foundation’s history and good 
work.

• Strategize ideas to promote the centennial in 
your community.

• Share your district’s plans for increasing 
Foundation giving in honor of the 
centennial.

And don’t forget the centennial book, “Doing Good 
in the World: The Inspiring Story of The Rotary 
Foundation’s First 100 Years.” Clubs and members 
can order the book, which features stories of the 
Foundation’s rich history, at shop.rotary.org.

7.3 REVISED GUIDE TO GLOBAL 
GRANTS IS ONLINE  
A Guide to Global Grants, formerly the Grant 
Management Manual, has been revised and is now 
available in eight languages on Rotary.org. The 
guide is for members interested in applying for 
global grants or developing service projects. Suggest 
that participants read the manual as they prepare 
for your grant management seminar, whether 
you’re conducting training by webinar, in person, or 
combining both methods.  

7 THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

7.2 TRF HEADING FOR ITS 
CENTENNIAL

7.1 BIG PUSH TO KICK POLIO OUT OF 
THE PLANET.

When you encounter uneasy circumstances, 
consolidate and be on the watchout
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7.4 REPORTING OF PROJECTS
7 THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

WE CAN DO BETTER!

District 9212

 

Dear Governor Redie,

On behalf of the Trustees, thank you for participating in The Rotary Foundation (TRF) grants programs 
to serve communities in need. I am writing to update you on the world reporting analysis conducted in 
January 2016. The analysis is performed on a quarterly basis to track each district’s compliance with 
reporting requirements for Rotary Foundation grant projects. 

I am happy to inform you that District 9212 was 76% up-to-date with reporting requirements for grants 
sponsored by the district and its clubs as of the January 2016 analysis. The Trustees rely on district leaders 
to ensure that stewardship guidelines are being upheld worldwide and they thank you for your efforts. We 
recognize the hard work involved to maintain this level of compliance and encourage your district and its 
clubs to continue your good work.

At the time the analysis was conducted, District 9212 had 112 grants in paid, funded, and reported status. 
Please see the table at the end of the letter for the list of grants (information included in the table is up-to-
date as of the date of analysis).   

We encourage you to work with the clubs in your district to ensure that reports are submitted for any 
overdue grants.  Over the next few days, TRF will be sending report reminder letters for any grants for 
which it has been 18 months or more since the last payment or report date. You will be copied on these 
letters for any grants in your district.  

For updated grant statuses or more detailed information, please contact the TRF grant coordinator listed 
below for each grant number. You can also request a copy of your district’s file activity report from the TRF 
Contact Center at contact.center@rotary.org or the Stewardship Department at StewardshipDepartment@
Rotary.org.

The Rotary Foundation appreciates the good work that you do and we thank you for your efforts to comply 
with the Foundation’s reporting requirements.  

 

Sincerely,

...................................

Meredith Burlew

Department Manager | Stewardship 

Rotary International

Tel 1.847.866.3116
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8 OUR YOUTH - OUR FUTURE
8.1 ROTARACT ON A GLOBAL SCALE!! 
The Rotaract and Interact Committee - Rotary International 
This Rotary year counts as a highlight of my 8 years 
Rotaract experience as I get the privilege of serving 
Rotary International as a Rotaract and Interact 
Committee Member representing Rotaractors and 
Interactors around the world together with my fellow 
committee members from Germany, India and USA. 

As part of my role, I had the opportunity to visit 
the RI- World Headquarters at One Rotary Center, 
Evanston, USA and attend  the Committee Meeting 
that was held from 3-4 December, 2015.  The meeting 
was presided by Rotaract- Interact Committee Chair, 
Rtn. Yen-Shen Hsieh (Taiwan) and Co-Chair Rtr. 
Florian Wackermann (Germany). The participants 
were composed of four Rotaractors and six Rotarians 
from Argentina, Philippines, USA, Bangladesh, 
Australia, and Spain. 

As Rotaractors and Interactors, we have our club life, 
national events, district and regional activities and 
friends around the world.  

In Rotaract and Interact, every club is autonomous 
and can do whatever the members feel right doing 
based on the community needs– as long as it is in line 
with the motto “fellowship through service” and the 
standard values of Rotary. Beyond the club life, there 
are some responsibilities at the national and district 
level, to ensure that there is a cultural exchange and 
international understanding between clubs and those 
successful practices are being shared among districts 
using different channels to learn from one another 
for the betterment of our engagement in Rotary.

On a regionally larger level, we have Multi-District-
Information-Organizations (MDIOs), connecting 
Rotaractors across districts. In order to bring all 
those different ways of living together and to see 
if the general policy is still serving its members. In 
addition, there are some worldwide committees. One 
of them is the Rotaract and Interact Committee, a 
committee appointed by the RI President to become 
the voice of Rotaractors and Interactors around the 
world.  Every year, this Committee is made up of six 
Rotarians and at least three Rotaractors. 

The Rotaract- Interact committee has two main 
duties:

(1) Preparing, promoting and 
leading the program of the Rotaract 
Pre-Convention (together with RI 
staff members) which is held every 
year on the two days prior to the 
Rotary International Convention. 
The next one will be on May 
28th-29th in Seoul, South 
Korea.

(2) Preparing recommendations 
for the Board of Directors and the 
President of Rotary International. 
Within the committee, we discuss all 
kinds of possible changes to the code of 
policies or the Rotary bylaws concerning 
Rotaract and Interact around the world. We 
can include ideas, critique or propositions 
from our regions and prepare them with our 
viewpoints for the directors. The final decision 
is taken either by the Board of Directors in one 
of the four meetings per year or by the Council on 
Legislation (“CoL”) which is held every three years.

By being part of the committee we had the opportunity 
to network and share continental inspiring works 
of Rotary, Rotaract and Interact, identify our 
opportunities and challenges as a family and work 
closely with RI directors and the RI staff members 
to enhance the active participation of youth to serve 
humanity worldwide.

Rahel Getachew, Rotary International – Rotaract and 
Interact Committee Member, Immediate Past District 
Rotaract Representative-District 9212 (Ethiopia- 
Eritrea- Kenya- South Sudan)
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8 OUR YOUTH - OUR FUTURE
8.1 ROTARACT ON A GLOBAL SCALE!! 
The Rotaract and Interact Committee - Rotary International 

Join us today! Rotaract is based on participation. If you have comments, ideas or critique, please share it 
with us and I will be happy to take those into the committee discussions. You can reach me at rechgetachew@
gmail.com. Help us making Rotaract and Interact even more exciting for the youth around the world!



33

8 OUR YOUTH - OUR FUTURE
8.2  YOUNG LEADERS IN ACTION
Interact Video Awards 
shows the global impact of 
Interact 

This year Interact clubs 
from 25 different countries 
submitted videos showing 
how they learn leadership 
and share the magic of 
Interact. They showed the 
world how they make a 
difference in communities 
locally and globally. The 
award for “Best Video” 
went to the Interact Clubs 
of Aquinas, Central, Logan, 
Holmen and West Salem 
for their video, “iFeed.” 
These five Interact clubs, 
usually fierce competitors 
in sports, united a 
community to help end 
hunger. The judges also recognized three runners-
up—The Interact Clubs of Geethaanjali, Hugh Boyd 
Secondary, and North Balwyn—for sharing their 
inspiring stories.

Watch all the finalist’s videos and learn how to get 
a head start on recording a video for next year’s 
campaign.

TAKING ACTION

Bring a friend to the Rotary International Convention

Are you ready to experience Rotary on a 
global scale? Join us in Korea for the Rotaract 
Preconvention and Rotary International Convention 
28 May-1 June 2016. Connect with new friends, 
exchange ideas, learn from engaging speakers, and 
discover innovative ways to Be a Gift to the World. 
Don’t wait! Register by 31 March to take advantage 
of early registration savings and invite a friend, 
family member, classmate, or colleague for the same 
low price.

The future of membership

Former Interact and Rotaract member, and current 
Rotarian, Mitty Chang urges Rotary members to 
think creatively about engaging young professionals. 
“It is time once again that Rotary clubs embrace 
the spirit of innovation.” Hear why he believes 
social media and online engagement is the key to 
keeping Rotary relevant and engaging a whole new 

generation through service.

What do we mean by vocation, anyway?

January is Vocational Service Month. But 
what does that even mean? According to 
Evan, it’s not really what you do to earn a 
living, but “a calling,” a strong desire to spend 
your life doing a certain kind of work.  Read more 
about why he believes finding your calling—and 
developing it through Rotary—can help you reach 
your full potential.

Overheard on social media

  “Joining participants in our programs for young 
leaders backstage at the International Assembly. 
Learn more” — John Hewko on Facebook

  “‘The only difference between a small opportunity 
and a great one is what you do with it.’ #Rotary 
President-elect John Germ”— Rotary International 
on Twitter

  “A child of the Akha hill tribe has found refuge, 
education, and opportunity with the help of our 
clubs and the #Rotary Foundation. Channel your 
passion to change the world and join our global 
network of leaders.” — Rotary International on 
Instagram

SPOTLIGHT ON SERVICE: VENEZUELA  

Sharing smiles at the hospital

The Rotary, Rotaract, and Interact clubs joined 
together to bring smiles, gifts, and fun to over 50 

(CONTINUED)
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8 OUR YOUTH - OUR FUTURE
8.2 YOUNG LEADERS IN ACTION
children at the university hospital in Ciudad de 
Mérida, Venezuela. The kids of all ages played dress-
up and ate snacks with the volunteer.

Share your service story! Post your project on Rotary 
Showcase and email the link to newgenerations@
rotary.org

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2017-18 ROTARY 
PEACE FELLOWSHIP 

Apply for a master’s degree or professional 
development certificate fellowship and study at one 
of our six Rotary Peace Centers.

• Watch the application checklist video

• Take the eligibility quiz

• Submit your application by 31 May

POST YOUR OWN OFFER ON ROTARY GLOBAL REWARDS 

Rotary and Rotaract members can now offer 
discounts on products and services from their own 
businesses through Rotary Global Rewards. You 
can submit an offer and make it available locally, 
regionally, or globally.

• Explore rewards or create an offer

Upcoming events  

Note: This list is informational only and does not 
constitute an endorsement of any event. Please 
contact event organizers for details.

2016 Pilipinas Rotaract Convention (PROCON)  
Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, Philippines 
19-21 February 

Rotaract Global Model United Nations at Change the 
World Conference  
New York City 
18-20 March

2016 Asia Pacific Regional Rotaract Conference (APRRC)  
Kyoto, Japan 
18-21 March

Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland (RGBI) Conference  
Bournemouth, Dorset, England 
2 April

2016 Rotaract Preconvention  
Korea 
28-29 May

2016 Rotary International Convention  
Korea 
28 May-1 June

District 2451 Rotaract Convention  
Alexandria, Egypt 
2-5 June

District 5730 Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA) Camp  
Floydada, Texas, USA 
5-10 June

Do you know of an event we should add to 
this list? Email us at programs@rotary.org.

Resources & reference 

Interact Handbook

Rotaract Handbook

RYLA Handbook

Guide for District Rotaract 
Representatives

Guide to sponsorship and co-sponsorship 
for

Interact and Rotaract clubs

Support your sponsored Interact Club

Support your sponsored Rotaract Club

How to update Rotaract club & member data

How to access the Worldwide Rotaract Directory

Rotary Youth Exchange e-newsletter

Young Leaders in Action is a monthly source of news, resourc-
es, and event information for young leaders in Rotaract, In-
teract, the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program, 
and New Generations Service Exchange and Rotarians who 
support them. Send questions and story ideas to newgener-
ations@rotary.org.

8.3  RECOGNIZE YOUR LOCAL 
ROTARACT CLUB 
Help Rotary recognize the good work that Rotaract 
clubs are doing in your area by sharing the link to the 
Rotaract Outstanding Project Awards. Nominations 
are due by 1 February 2016.

(CONTINUED)
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9 THE 91ST DCA
9.1 RI President Ravi Ravindran names the RIPPR for the 91st DCA

While we would like to attend each and every District 
Conference around the world; regretfully that’s 
impossible;” read the letter received from RI President 
Ravi. “However, we can send a representative in our 
place that will be very knowledgeable, informative, 
and inspirational. … It is with pleasure that I 
inform you Vanathy and I have invited Past Rotary 
International Director Holger Knaack and his spouse, 
Susanne to represent us at your district conference on 
April 14, 2016 through April 16, 2016 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia,”  said RIP Ravi’s letter to DG Teshome 
Kebede. 

Holger is a managing partner of the real estate 
company Knaack KG since 1993. Previously he 
was partner and manager of the bakery Knaack 
Enterprises. He is chair of the Foundation Karl Adam.

A Rotarian since 1991, Holger is a member of the 
Rotary Club Herzogtum Lauenburg–Mölln and 
served as President in 1997 and  District Governor  
for district 1940 in 2006-07.

He is chairman of the RI New Generation Committee, 
vice chair of the Atlanta Convention Committee and  
member of the RI/TRF Alumni Relation Committee.

He had served as Rotary International Director and 
Treasurer, International Assembly trainer and GETS trainer and for 6 years as chairman of the German 
Youth Exchange Multidistrict. 

He is a major donor of the Rotary Foundation.

Holger is married to Susanne since 1976. They have no children, but hosted 38 RYE students.

In his leisure time, Holger loves hunting, sailing and playing Golf.

All  the Rotary Clubs of D9212 welcome the appointment of this high profile Rotarian to represent RI 
President Ravi Ravindran in our 91st District Conference and Assembly and look forward to host him 
and his best half in Addis Ababa.



36

9 THE 91ST DCA
9.2   REGISTRATION FOR THE DCA
Rotary Club of Kikuyu Participating in the 91st DCA as a club and holding its club meeting in Addis Ababa 

with the Rotary Club of Addis Ababa East on 18 April, 2016.

9.3 HAVING YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 91ST DCA

WHAT TO EXPECT:

On arrival:  Addis Ababa Bole International Airport decorated with Rotary Welcome banners and                      

                    friendly Rotarians welcoming you

Out of the arrival hall:  For those who have registered and named their hotels – be met and greeted, 

                    Receive hotel room keys, conference package, board motor coaches and drive to 

                    Named hotels accompanied by knowledgeable Rotarians explaining what is visible on 

                    the bustling streets of Addis on the way to the hotel.

At the hotel:  An astonishingly deluxe hotel facility total unbelievable that it could be available for 

                    The rock bottom rate paid.

In the evening:  A wonderfully organized informal welcome reception richly provisioned and served 

                    By a caterers whose professional excellence which stems from a culture of hospitality 

                    That is centuries old  

Overnight:  A wide choice of options including private visits to the riches of Addis by night

Following days at the DCA:  Showers of knowledge, entertainment, fun, fellowship, inspirations,            

                    Partnerships for new service opportunities, on and on and on…. 

ALL in all  -  an experience of a life time that you must reward yourself with 
and would have regretted for ever if you had missed it!
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9 THE 91ST DCA
9.4  NEW HOTELS JOIN THE 91ST DCA ALLIANCE

Saro Maria Hotel

Room Type Rack Rates Corporate Rates
 single single
1 King Standard Sold Out     Until 31st 

December 
Sold Out Until 31st 
December 

2 Twin Standard 130 120
3 King Extra 165 125
4 Junior Deluxe 220 210
5 Family Room 250 195

6 Superior Deluxe 280 250

Getfam Hotel

Room Types Rack Rate Single Occ. Double Occ.
Standard $165 $95 $105
Twin $190 $95 $105
Junior Suite $230 $136 $151
Suite $280 $250 $250
Extra Bed $20 $20 $20

• The above rate is inclusive of 10% service charge and 15% VAT

• Guest Room Amenities

o 115  rooms, of which are 63 standard rooms, 36 twin rooms, 9 junior suites,  6 suites and 1 Presidential 
suite with Luxurious bedding

o Free in-room high speed internet (wifi and cable) 

o In-room complimentary tea & coffee machine

o Complimentary bottled water

o In-room safe deposit box

o Satellite TV channels

o Fully stocked mini-bar

o Roll-away bed & baby cribs upon request
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10 RI CONVENTION IN SEOUL/KOREA
HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE SEOUL CONVENTION

WE LOOK FORWARD  
TO WELCOMING YOU  
TO KOREA
KOREA CONVENTION
 

The natural side of Korea

Koreans are a nature-loving people. With more than 25 million people living in and around Seoul, Koreans 
have created numerous escapes from the pavement jungle to hike, bike, swim, and sail. As you plan your 
trip to the 2016 Rotary Convention in Korea, consider the Seoul Olympic Park, the Han River, Bugaksan 
Mountain, or if you have kids in tow, the Seoul Children’s Grand Park.

Read more about the outdoor opportunities for adventure 

Register for the Korea convention
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