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NOTICES

Happy New Rotary Year 2016/17
A very wealthy contractor, Akili-mingi was visiting one of his
construction sites. He noted this young man John, who had this
gaping shoe that flapped about as he walked. ‘John, do you not
realize how dangerous those shoes are at a construction site?’ ‘I
do sir; I am waiting for payday to acquire another pair’, he
replied. With ceremony, Mr. Akili-mingi pulled out a thick wad of
notes and for a while, admiringly looked at the cash. One could
not fail to notice rising expectations of a-down-and -out John.
Akili-mingi then pulled off a thick rubber band that was holding
the cash together and ceremoniously handed it over to John saying, ‘here, use this to
hold the shoe together till you get your pay at the end of the month!’
(Continued on page 5)

FOREST WALK

Thursday, 7th July 2016
Karura Forest
8.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Pay your membership dues
today!
Cheques to:
Rotary Club of Nairobi
Kshs. 17,500.00

JOHN F. GERM
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 2016-17

CLUB ASSEMBLY

Today, we look ahead toward a Rotary year that may one day be
known as the greatest in our history: the year that sees the
world's last case of polio. Wild poliovirus caused only 74 cases of
polio in 2015, all of them in Afghanistan and Pakistan. As we

Thursday, 14th July 2016
Laico Regency Hotel
12.30 - 2.30 p.m.

continue to work tirelessly toward our goal of eradication, we

JOB TALK

(Continued on page 6)

District Governor’s PHF Challenge
Contribute US$ 500 to the Rotary
Foundation towards a Paul Harris Fellow
(Annual Fund), and District Governor
Richard Omwela will match with US$ 500
enabling you to be awarded a full PHF.
This can also be a multiple PHF.
The award is valid until 30th September 2016

Thursday, 21st July 2016
Laico Regency
12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Speaker: Uta Staschewski

MENTORSHIP PROJECT
Thursday, 28th July 2016
Laico Regency Hotel
12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Speaker: Cecilia Njeri

Installation
of President
David
Githanga
& the 86th
Board of
Directors

2016/17 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DESIGNATION

NAME

MOBILE NO.

EMAIL

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT

David Githanga
Bernard Kiragu

0711 524 359
0773 320 247

davidgithanga@gmail.com
jbkiragu@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Irina Wandera

0723 582 492

ikwandera@gmail.com

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

James Mwangi

0729 995 910

jkmwangi18@gmail.com

TREASURER

Kalpa Padia

0722 375 630

kalpapadia@gmail.com

ASSISTANT TREASURER

Amar Kantaria

0712 516 001

amar@primebank.co.ke

ASSISTANT TREASURER

Ritesh Barot

0719 873 119

riteshbarot.r@gmail.com

CLUB ADMINISTRATION DIR.

Bernard Kiragu

0773 320 247

jbkiragu@gmail.com

ASSISTANT CLUB ADMINISTRATION DIRECTOR

Mike Eldon

0722 733 099

mike.eldon@depotkenya.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE DIR.

Gideon Akwabi

0722 719 574

gakwabi@chrisom.co.ke

ASST. COMMUNITY SERVICE
DIRECTOR

Uta Staschewski

0702 002 563

staschewski@hss.co.ke

ROTARY FOUNDATION DIR.

Justus Marete

0721 960 727

maretemail@gmail.com

ASST. ROTARY FOUNDATION
DIRECTOR

Vickie Winkler

0733 369 010

vickie@africaheart.com

VOCATIONAL SERVICE DIR.

Jacob Ikiara

0722 222 859

jacobikiara@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Mike Fairhead

0722 528 931

fairhead.michaelj@gmail.com

ASST. MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
YOUTH SERVICE DIRECTOR

Praful Lakhani

0733 731 501

praful@lassure.com

Faith Mamicha

0721 433 513

faith@comitytravel.net

FAMILY OF ROTARY DIRECTOR
ASST. FAMILY OF ROTARY
DIRECTOR

Mary Coulson

0723 786 008

sanchattrust@gmail.com

Barbara Magoha

0722 527 009

magoha@africaonline.co.ke

PROGRAMMES OFFICER

Jessica Kazina

0722 522 251

jessica.kazina@gmail.com

FELLOWSHIP OFFICER

Ann Vanlauwe

0706 519 793

avanlauwe@yahoo.com

ATTENDANCE OFFICER

Addah Ndambuki

0722 692 880

ndutandambuki@gmail.com

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR

Nelson Mburu

0721 275 287

nelson.mburu@gmail.com

WEBMASTER

Ivan K. Sang

0727 636 883

ivanksang@gmail.com

SERGEANT AT ARMS

Peter Ndolo

0722 293 385

abalapeter@yahoo.com

CLUB TRAINERS

Salome Gitoho

0733 709 562

salomegitoho08@gmail.com

Mohamed Abdulla

0722 773 786

mohamed@lakeflowers.com;

Parmindar Lotay

0722 511 487

lotay@nbi.ispkenya.com

Yusuf Kodwavwala

0722 484 252

yusufkdawood@gmail.com

ADVISORS

ASSISTANT GOVERNOR

Khilan Shah

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Elizabeth Kimkung

khilan80@hotmail.com
0722 511 339

ekimkung@gmail.com

(Continued from page 1)

Clearly none of you are like Akili-mingi; that you so generously gave
of your time, paid for a relatively expensive lunch and…. you may
feel sufficiently touched to partner with Rotary in various ways… is
a good indicator of your generosity. Thank you My Friends for
coming to share with me today the majesty of Rotary where orderly
transfer of ‘power’ takes place every year. We celebrate the unity
and joy that keeps Rotary alive for the last 100 yrs. How much we
would love to replicate this as a nation!
I take you back to Wednesday March 12 1930, when a small column
in the East African Standard read ‘Rotary Movement comes to
Kenya’. At a luncheon held at the New Stanley Hotel the previous
day, 2 overseas Rotarians, (J.C. Innes and Fred W. Marting) a
decision to form a Rotary Club in Nairobi was arrived at. Within 5
days, a constitution was drafted, approved on 5th May when a board
was elected. It took 44 years (1974) to have Joe Wanjui became the
first African Chairman-those days it was Chairman not President.
Great hopes & expectations had been put on him-‘and he fulfilled
them all!’ notes a Past President, the Late John Savage and
Rtn Friedel Savage. I am proud to have personally known these three
great Rotarians.
Fast forward to the end of 1993, when Fred Were and I returned
from our overseas subspecialty training. Our 2 colleagues, Drs John
Kibosia & Francis Ogaro convincingly spoke to us about the
wonders of movement we had not heard about previously- Rotary.
As luck would have it, our former teacher in surgery at the University of Nairobi’s Medical School, a senior Rotarian, invited Fred Were
now Dean School of Medicine and I to join RCN in January 1994.
Thanks PDG Yusuf! Twenty two years after joining RCN, and about
15 years since I started having many excuses for avoiding the
Presidency, I have find myself in this forum today accepting with
trepidation to wear shoes that are bigger than I, to attempt to steer
a great club in an even greater movement of Rotary. This comes at a
time when we seem to have less and less time for anything but
‘income generating activities!’

For the next 12 months, my most important role will be to be part
of the Rotarians who will work to keep this club together
(retention) even as we seek extension- our DG Richard would like
this just as I would! As the vintage club in the region, I will be asking
you all to help me, as we craft a blueprint for succession planning of
a mature club. This may well become one of the ways to improve on
membership of Rotary in our region. With my very capable board,
working very closely with our Rotaract Club of Nairobi Central,
mentorship of Young Generations will be given the highest priority.
We shall engage all senior Rotarians in social events and home
hospitality, the younger members who sizzle with energy will do a
lot of project visits as well as socializing with other clubs just like the
Rotaractors do. We will put to use the expertise of the various
classifications in the club to address the 6 avenues of service.
In my work as a paediatrician, my patients are King! The so called
‘god complex’ –a phenomenon not uncommon amongst the medical
professionals -does not usually get our little patients to cooperate
with us even when all you are doing is to examine the back of their
throats! Attempt to speak in a language they can relate with,
complementing them for their nice clothes and generally removing
the sting of visiting a doctors’ office is what is likely to help you out.
In my year, I hope to borrow from my daily work- human-centred
style in contrast to being numbers-driven (attendance, make-ups,
accounts which I will generally call ‘metrics’, if I may). Just before I
get in trouble with my senior Colleagues, I do not in any way
denigrate the numbers-driven approach at all. Metrics have a place in
maintaining the order that has allowed Rotary to survive since
February 23rd 1905. The means however need not replace the end.
I hope to ensure that all members share a few clear priorities that
resonate with all of us. Indulge me when I remind us of why we
joined Rotary in the first place. I will only be using sense of
purpose as a motivator!
I pray for sacrifice, patience, understanding besides implacable
purpose for the next one year. Please assist me to ask the right
questions even as I keep my eye on the ‘metrics’ of the club and lead
our board in seeking solutions when we run into challenges, as we
must. Allow me to seek your unique insights and perspectives when
I feel lost in size 86 shoes!

The high expectations of me at this time converts what should be
vanity to prayers! I shall need the wise counsel of the previous
wearers of this chain- seeing that I have not changed in any respect
since yesterday! Even though this ascendance is awesome, as I find it
has not enlarged my capacities. I am profoundly grateful and
emboldened by the friendship, goodwill and support I enjoy in this As I finish, I would like to recall the words a famous Comic Actor
club and beyond for a long time now.
that some of us in the audience would remember- we called him
Chali konde when I was a child! He is Charlie Chaplin; “We think
No man can be fully free while his neighbor is not. To go forward too much & feel too little. More than machinery, we need huat all is to go forward together as a people. Rotary movement manity; more than cleverness, we need kindness and gentleness.
recognises this in the 6 areas we concentrate on- it is all hinged on Without these qualities, life will be violent and all will be lost”
OTHER PEOPLE! For our visitors, this year’s Theme is ‘Rotary
Thank you!
serving Humanity’ led by RI President John F. Germ.

Rotary Serving Humanity
(Continued from page 1)

must also look beyond it: preparing to
leverage our success into even greater successes
to come.

Rotary is Fellowship. Real
Fellowship is frank,
spontaneous, full of
warmth, and if you want
to gauge its depth you
will find that it is the
difference between
“Mister” and “Bill” —
“Reverend” and “Jack.”
— Call Him “Bill,”THE
ROTARIAN, May 1915

Rotary Club of Nairobi is a member of
Rotary International.
Club no: 17261. Chartered 1930.
P.O. Box 41181-00100 - Nairobi.
pa.rotarynairobi@gmail.com
www.rotarynairobi.org

It is tremendously important to Rotary's future
that our role in the eradication of polio be
recognized. The more we are known for what
we've achieved, the more we'll be able to attract
the partners, the funding, and, most important,
the members to achieve even more. We're
working hard at RI headquarters to be sure that
Rotary gets that recognition. But it can't all
happen in Evanston. We need you to get the
word out through your clubs and in your
communities about what Rotary is and what we
do. We need to be sure that our clubs are ready
for the moment when polio is finally eradicated –
so that when people who want to do good see
that Rotary is a place where they can change the
world, every Rotary club is ready to give them
that opportunity.

We know that if we want to see Rotary Serving
Humanity even better in the years ahead, we'll
need more willing hands, more caring hearts, and
more bright minds to move our work forward.
We'll need clubs that are flexible, so that Rotary
service will be attractive to younger members,
recent retirees, and working people. We'll need
to seek out new partnerships, opening ourselves
more to collaborative relationships with other
organizations.
Looking ahead, we also see a clear need to
prioritize continuity in our leadership. We in
Rotary are all playing on the same team, working
toward the same goals. If we want to reach those
goals together, we all have to move in the same
direction – together.
Every day that you serve in Rotary, you have the
opportunity to change lives. Everything you do
matters; every good work makes the world
better for us all. In this new Rotary year, we all
have a new chance to change the world for the
better, through Rotary Serving Humanity.

