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“What has been accomplished by
others is now Rotary history.
It is our time to add to our
glorious history. What is said of
us in the future will be
determined by you and me.”
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GILGIL LIBRARY
PROJECT HANDOVER
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CLUB ASSEMBLY
& INDUCTION
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Laico Regency Hotel
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Speaker: TBA
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My Fellow Rotarians,

We had a memorable experience at the just
concluded 92nd District Conference and
Assembly, where our club was ably
represented by eleven members and four
guests. I am delighted to report that we
received two awards - Vocational Service
Award and Attendance Award. It has been a
great year and it is through your dedication
and enthusiasm that we have accomplished
the much we have to be recognized with
these awards.
The Assembly elected Rtn. Joe Otin to
serve as the District Governor for the
Rotary Year 2019-2020. Our outgoing
District Governor Richard Omwela will be
succeeded by DGE Peter Mbui (2017/18)
and DGN Jeffrey Bamford will serve in the
year 2018/19.
Due to unavoidable circumstances, we had
to cancel our fellowship meeting last week
and I apologize for the short notice and
inconvenienced caused. We will arrange for
another opportune time to receive the
Kisumu Eye Camp report. On the same
note, we had another successful Eye Camp
in Naivasha under the Restore Eye Sight
Global Grant Project. 710 patients were
screened and 52 cataract surgeries carried
out. The Foundation committee will also
prepare a report and share with us. I would

like to thank PP Sudesh and Rtn. Marete for
coordinating this camp.
As earlier communicated, we travel to Gilgil
this Tuesday, 2nd May, to hand over the
library project to the community. The
upgrading of the Gilgil town library has been
made possible through your
generous
contributions this year and in-kind book
donations from the Desai Foundation. The
entire board of the Kenya National Library
Services led by the Principal Secretary will
join us to witness the ceremony. Our
gratitude to Rtn. Mary Coulson who has
generously invited us for lunch fellowship
after the ceremony. Be sure to join us.
Our last club assembly for this Rotary year is
still scheduled for Thursday, 4th May. I
encourage you to attend and share with us
your thoughts and ideas that will improve
the club.

Thank you dear Rotarians and have a lovely
week ahead!

Ahsante!

David Githanga
CLUB PRESIDENT, 2016/17
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As you read these lines, final preparations are well underway for our 108th Rotary International
Convention, 10-14 June in Atlanta. We're looking forward to one of the biggest and best Rotary
conventions yet, as we celebrate not only a wonderful year of Rotary Serving Humanity, but a full
century of Doing Good in the World through The Rotary Foundation.
If you haven't already made plans to attend, it's not too late to register at riconvention.org. There is simply no better way to round off
another great year in Rotary than by coming together with 40,000 or so of your fellow Rotarians to share ideas, find inspiration, and
have a great time together.
We're excited to have Bill Gates, a friend and partner in our work to eradicate polio, speaking at our convention this year. And it's
worth arriving early to attend a special Presidential Peace Conference, scheduled for 9-10 June and featuring Bernice A. King, daughter
of Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King.
I'm proud to host a convention that is practically in my own backyard: Atlanta is a vibrant, modern state capital just a two -hour drive
from my home city of Chattanooga, Tenn., and it's a great place to experience the famous hospitality of the American South. O ur Host
Organization Committee has a great week planned, starting with the "Blue Jeans and Bluegrass" kickoff event on Saturday night.
Come on over to Centennial Olympic Park, right across from the House of Friendship, and get in a dancing mood with Grammy Award
winner Ricky Skaggs and his Kentucky Thunder band. Meet up with friends old and new at the Centennial Celebration Block Party or on
the Peace Tour of Atlanta. Roll up your sleeves for the Habitat Home Build, or tie up your laces to take part in the 3K Walk/Run to End
Polio Now. And before you say goodbye, come back to the House of Friendship for one more party: our Foundation's 100th birthday
party, with (of course!) cake and ice cream.
It's going to be an incredible experience, and Judy and I are looking forward to celebrating with you – or, as we say in the South, with
y'all! See you in Atlanta!

My First DCA

An Extra-ordinary Experience
By Ritesh Barot

The recently held 92nd District 9212 DCA in Kisumu (20th-23rd
April 2017) will remain particularly special to me as it was the
first time I attended a Rotary District Conference and Assembly.
This also happened to be my first visit to Kisumu, one of the
fastest growing cities in Kenya flourishing with rice irrigation and
sugar industries. The Chief Guest for the DCA was the Rotary
International President’s Personal Representative (RIPPR) Steve
Snyder.
The Rotary foundation/ grants training seminar took place on
20th April followed by the Conference opening cocktail in the
evening. The actual Conference began on a high note on Friday
21st April with the Kenyan National Anthem, presentation of
D9212 country flags (Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan) and a
spectacular song and dance routine organized by the host Club
(RC Kisumu Winam) welcoming the dignitaries to stage. This
was followed by inspirational addresses by guest speakers Mr.
Joe Muganda (Nation media Group CEO) and HE Governor Jack
Ranguma (Kisumu County) and several Rotary talks (by PDGs,
RIPPR, DG) inspiring Rotarians to become more involved in
service.
The evening dinner event was aptly titled “Ohangla night” a
merry night of traditional songs, dance and food hosted by
District Governor Richard Omwela at the Grand Royal Swiss
Hotel. On Saturday 22nd April, District Governor Elect Peter
Mbui presented the RI theme for 2017/18 “Rotary Making a
Difference.” This was followed by break-out sessions;
membership development, The Rotary Foundation, Public Image
and awareness.
District Governor Richard Omwela presented the DG’s awards,
Rotary Club of Nairobi received the Vocational Service Award
and Fellowship Attendance Award. It was a proud moment for
RCN members present at the DCA as our President Dr. David
Githanga walked up to the podium twice to receive the
prestigious awards. Other highlights included the announcement
of Rtn Joe Otin as the D9212 DGNN by DG Richard Omwela
and PDG Geeta Manek receiving the “Service Above Self’
recognition by RI President John Germ.
The DCA provided networking opportunities with fellow
Rotarians and I have certainly made many new friends,
exchanged many Rotary related ideas and enjoyed the
atmosphere and hospitality of Kisumu Dala. Looking forward to
the 93rd D9212 DCA in Naivasha (19-22 April 2018).

