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“Without goodwill no system
can succeed; with it even an
imperfect one can
scarcely fail.”

NOTICES
PROJECT HAND UP HIV/AIDS
EDUCATION THROUGH
PUPPETRY
Thur, 16th March 2017
Laico Regency Hotel
12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Speaker: Rtn. Darren Collins

REGULAR MEETING
Thur, 23rd March 2017
Laico Regency Hotel
12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Speaker: TBA

92ND DISTRICT
CONFERENCE AND
ASSEMBLY
20th - 23rd April 2017

Kisumu, Kenya
RegisterNow!
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My Fellow Rotarians,

On 8th March 2017, Rotary International
Secretary General John Hewko led a
delegation of 240 Rotarians from Belgium
and Luxembourg districts to the European
Union. The event explored how the two
organizations - Rotary and the EU could
work together to achieve peace. This is not
the first time Rotarians are negotiating with
top decision making and governance
organs.

In 1945, 49 Rotarians attended the UN
Charter Conference in San Francisco,
helping to shape the text and focus of the
charter, particularly on economic, social and
humanitarian issues. During the 1933-35
Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay,
Chilean Rotarians worked through
Rotarians in the two rival countries to form
a commission to work out the basis of a
peace agreement.
Though we are at peace, our country is
experiencing turbulent times. The projects
we carry out in our communities have no
doubt helped our governments deliver
much needed services to the people on the
ground. But beyond these, I believe its time
to think about how we can forge more
meaningful partnerships with our
government and leaders. We must start
thinking of ways we can work and challenge

governments to be more responsive to
issues that may be beyond Rotary’s power.
How can Rotary in Kenya and Africa work
with governments to tackle issues such as
corruption and ethnic divisions? These are
issues Rotary can address through
constructive dialogue with the leadership.
Our community work continues even as we
think about more strategic partnerships with
the government. We are grateful to the
Rotary Club of Toronto, Premchandbhai
Foundation, Rtn. C. J. Shah and our senior
Rtn. Suli Shah who are supporting the
completion of a sanitation block at Ebenezer
Children’s Home in Kiserian.
I continue to acknowledge your goodwill as
members as you support the funding of our
projects by linking the club to your
networks. Thank you for your generosity.
Looking forward to a wonderful fellowship
with you this Thursday.

Ahsante!

David Githanga
CLUB PRESIDENT, 2016/17

THE
WEEK IN
REVIEW

Club of Nairobi
Rotary members meet with EU officials to examine Rotary’s role in achieving peace
By Bryant Brownlee
More than 240 Rotary members and other guests gathered in
Brussels, Belgium, on 8 March for Rotary at the European Union, a
special event that explored how Rotary and the European Union
can work together to achieve peace.
The meeting was the first of its kind at the European Union (EU)
and was modeled on the tradition of Rotary Day at the United
Nations. Rotary members, EU officials, and business leaders at the
two-hour event asked how business and civil society organizations
like Rotary can work with the EU to achieve the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and build more peaceful
Rotary General Secretary John Hewko and Belgium District 2170 Governor
and stable societies.

Nathalie Huyghebaert at the European Union in Brussels . (Photo: Nikita Philippi)

Françoise Tulkens, a professor and former vice president of the
European Court of Human Rights, moderated the meeting, which
included presentations from Karmenu Vella, European
commissioner for environment, maritime affairs, and fisheries; Jean
de leu de Cecil, general secretary of the board of Colruyt Group;
Rene Branders, president of the Belgian Federation of Chambers of
Commerce; and John Hewko, Rotary general secretary.

“You have a massive asset, your vast network, and you can use it to
bring community stakeholders together in order to turn the SDGs
into reality. Rotary International is uniquely placed to create
transformational alliances between business and civil society,
pushing forward the implementation of our common agenda,” said
Vella.

Vella emphasized the importance of working with business and civil Hewko highlighted Rotary’s efforts to address the ongoing
society to achieve the development goals. He also recognized the migration crisis and foster inclusive economic development.
important role Rotary can play in this global effort.
"At Rotary, we believe that we can only respond by forming smart
partnerships in which the EU, governments, civil society, the private
sector, and other organizations all play an important role. This is
why the growing relationship between Rotary and the European
Union is a cause for optimism,” said Hewko.

More than 240 Rotary members and guests gathered in Brussels, Belgium, on
8 March for Rotary at the European Union. (Photo: Nikita Philippi)

Because the EU supports the global polio eradication effort,
organizers of Rotary at the European Union are confident that
there are other opportunities for collaboration between the
organizations. The event was coordinated with the European
Commission and organized by Michel Coomans and Hugo-Maria
Schally, RI representatives to the EU, with the support of Kathleen
Van Rysseghem, Philippe Vanstalle, and Nathalie Huyghebaert, the
governors of the Rotary districts in Belgium and Luxembourg.

You are now in zone 22
Africa
Rotary International Board
adopts new zone structure
At its January 2017 meeting, the Rotary International Board of
Directors adopted a new zone structure for Rotary clubs.
Rotary bylaws require the Board to complete a comprehensive
review of the 34 Rotary zones no less often than every eight
years to ensure that each zone has an approximately equal
number of Rotarians. The Board’s previous review of the zones
occurred in 2008.
The Board earlier approved the creation of three regional
workgroups to develop rezoning proposals for Asia, Europe/
Africa, and the Americas. These workgroups comprised one
representative (either a current director, incoming director, or
immediate past director) from each zone in the region. The
regional workgroups submitted their proposals to the Zones
Review Committee, chaired by past Rotary Vice President
Michael K. McGovern, which consolidated them into a single,
worldwide plan for the Board’s consideration.
“I think the regional workgroups did a great job,” says Rotary
President John F. Germ. “Rezoning is always an emotional
subject for some Rotarians, but the workgroups and Board acted
courageously in an effort to be fair to all concerned.”
The Board will consider other zone-related issues such as
sectioning, pairing, and director election rotation at its June 2017
meeting.
If you have questions, please contact zones@rotary.org.

ATTENDANCE
9TH MARCH 2017
MEMBERS PRESENT - 10
MAKE UPS - 19

80.56%

