
celebrate your membership, friendship and 

leadership which brings diversity and 

strength to our club.     

 

The SCAW distributions continue until      

7th March 2017 and you are invited to join 

the team. The 92nd District Conference and 

Assembly is also drawing closer and for 

those who have not registered, be sure not 

to miss the last few slots left. If you would 

like assistance with your registration, let us 

know and we shall assist you with the     

process.  

 

Your continued support is well appreciated 

and I am encouraged by your active        

participation in our activities especially as this 

Rotary year draws to a close.  

 

Wishing you a restful weekend.  

 

 

Ahsante!  

 

 

 

David Githanga  
 

CLUB PRESIDENT, 2016/17 

My Fellow Rotarians, 

 

The past one week has been eventful and 

we would not have accomplished the much 

we have without your active participation. 

We have had PP Sudesh Walia leading the 

club in working with the Rotary Vocational    

Training Teams that are winding up the 

MRD Peace VTT project. Rtn. Gideon 

Akwabi has ensured the 2017 Sleeping  

Children Around the World distribution 

runs seamlessly and has also provided his 

able leadership and support to the 38th 

Sunshine Rally team. PE Mohamedali and the 

incoming board are on course in preparing 

to take up the leadership of the club in the 

next few months. Thank you dear Rotarians 

for making it possible.  

 

March is Rotary’s Water and Sanitation 

Month and we also mark the admission of 

the first three women into Rotary. As I 

mentioned a few weeks ago when RI    

President Elect Ian Risely’s challenged clubs 

to improve their gender balance, I am 

proud that our club has made significant 

progress towards realizing this.  

 

We are proud that our lady Rotarians have 

not only served as leaders in our club but 

have been part of Rotary leadership teams 

in the country, the district and beyond. We 
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NOTICES 
 
 

 
SLEEPING CHILDREN 

AROUND THE WORLD 2017     

26th Feb 2017 to 7th March 2017 

Nairobi, Makindu, Mombasa 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Thur, 9th March 2017 

Laico Regency Hotel  

12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Speaker: TBA 

 

 

 

92ND DISTRICT  

CONFERENCE AND  

ASSEMBLY 

20th - 23rd April 2017 

Kisumu, Kenya 

RegisterNow! 

 

March is  

Water & Sanitation  

Month 

“There is nothing intangible about 

Rotary: It is reality itself. To give is to 

receive; to lose oneself is to find oneself; 

to be happy is to serve. These are old 

truths…for the individual…and the mass, 

whether application be in the exchange 

of goods, toil, knowledge, or love.” 

 

— The Meaning of Rotary,  

THE ROTARIAN, November 1921 

Rotary Club of Nairobi is a  member 

of Rotary  International.  

Club no: 17261.  

Chartered 1930. 

P.O. Box 41181-00100 - Nairobi. 

pa.rotarynairobi@gmail.com 

www.rotarynairobi.org 

http://www.imsxpert.com/DCARotary/RegisterGuest.aspx
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Club of Nairobi 

Marie Rahima Dawood Foundation gifts 

Palmhouse Foundation with KShs 13M  

 

Nairobi, February 24th 2017… Palmhouse Foundation has received a 

major financial boost of Sterling Pounds (GBP) 100,000 (Approx. 

KShs 13M) into its endowment fund from Marie Rahima Dawood 

Foundation (MRD) whose assets are derived from the royalties’   

income of renowned surgeon Dr. Yusuf Kodwavwala, as writer of the 

popular ‘Surgeon’s Diary’ published in the Sunday Nation in the name 

of ‘Yusuf Dawood’. 

 

While presenting the donation during the annual Palmhouse      

Recognition and Thanksgiving Dinner held at the Muthaiga Country 

Club on 23rd February 2017, Dr. Yusuf Kodwavwala said “MRD was 

especially impressed by Palmhouse Foundation's demonstrable country-wide selection process, continuous monitoring and follow-up and 

the calibre of their ‘finished product’ that has to date transformed the lives of over 700 bright but needy students countryw ide”. 

 

Dr. Yusuf Kodwavwala further added that “By directly contributing to the Palmhouse Foundation’s Endowment Fund, the GBP 100,000 

financial injection shall be ‘ring-fenced’ for investment with endowment income used as MRD Scholarships in perpetuity” 

Chief Guest at the dinner Joe Muganda, Group CEO of Nation Media Group revealed that the ‘Surgeon’s Diary’ holds the enviable  record 

of being longest-running feature column spanning over 30 years, published in the Sunday Nation.  

Muganda lauded the unique story-telling and writing gift of Dr. Kodwavwala “that literally transports the minds of ‘Surgeon’s Diary’     

readers into the world of his characters, Sunday after Sunday”. 

 

He celebrated MRD for “defining a legacy that promotes sustainability to miti-

gate socio-economic imbalance in society by donating to endowment” and 

called on other individuals and corporates of goodwill to emulate the MRD 

‘power of example’. 

 

Eric Kimani—Co-Founder and Chair of Board of Trustees while thanking Dr. 

Yusuf Kodwavwala and Mrs. Marie Kodwavwala for the ‘significant and selfless 

donation’, revealed that most funding for Palmhouse Foundation is from indig-

enous Kenyan corporates and individuals who have bought into the vision of 

Palmhouse. He noted several other charities and individuals including two (2) 

of Palmhouse Foundation’s own alumni have also made substantial contribu-

tions to the endowment fund.  



 
ATTENDANCE  

 
 23RD FEBRUARY 2017 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT - 19 

 
MAKE UPS - 13  

 
88.89% 

John F. Germ 

President 2016-17 

 

March 2017 

Forty years ago, the Rotary Club of 

Duarte, Calif., admitted three women 

members, in violation of the Rotary 

International Constitution. As a result, 

the club's charter was terminated by RI. 

 
Undeterred, the club's members continued to meet. They put an 

X over their Rotary insignia, made themselves new pins, and 

dubbed themselves the Ex-Rotary Club of Duarte as they      

continued to fight for the right of women to serve as Rotarians. 

Ten years later, a restored Rotary Club of Duarte sent Sylvia 

Whitlock, Rotary's first female club president, to a                

presidents-elect training seminar. Not long after that, in 1989, 

Rotary's Council on Legislation permanently ended Rotary's  

status as a men-only organization.  

 
Today, with more than 240,000 women in our clubs, Rotary is 

stronger than ever. We are women and men from nearly every 

country of the world, serving our communities in more than 

35,000 clubs. At the club level, we need men and women of all 

backgrounds, ages, cultures, and professions; internationally, we 

need clubs in every city, country, and region of the world. The 

better our clubs reflect their communities, the better we can 

serve them. Our diversity is our strength.  

 
It is difficult for most of us to imagine today why anyone argued 

so strongly against the idea of women in Rotary. Looking back, I 

think that opposition came from a simple resistance to change. 

Rotarians loved Rotary the way it was and couldn't imagine it any 

other way. 

 
We still love Rotary as much as we ever did. We love the  

friendships and connections we make there, and the ability    

Rotary provides us to serve humanity. We believe Rotary has           

tremendous value in our own lives and in the world at large. And 

we recognize, more than ever, that for Rotary to continue to 

grow, it needs to embrace the world it serves – in all of its   

diversity, all of its variety, and all of its evolving needs for service. 

 
The Rotarians of today owe a debt of gratitude to the Rotarians 

of Duarte 40 years ago. Their determination, persistence, and 

enduring goodwill set the stage for the organization we have 

become: Rotary Serving Humanity.  


