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“The greatest thing one finds in one’s
travels, the soul-satisfying thing, is that
[people] in their native countries all
weep with the same spirit, the same
feeling, the same happiness
and contentment.”

NOTICES
BUILDING URBAN PROMISE
FROM URBAN POVERTY
Thur, 7th Feb 2017
Laico Regency Hotel
12.30 - 2.00 p.m.
Speaker: Jessica Posner Odede
Kshs. 1,200.00
ROTARY SUNSHINE
RALLY
Sat, 25th Feb 2017
Jamhuri Show Grounds
8.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
SLEEPING CHILDREN
AROUND THE WORLD 2017
26th Feb 2017 to 7th March 2017
Nairobi, Makindu, Mombasa
92ND DISTRICT
CONFERENCE AND
ASSEMBLY
20th - 23rd April 2017

Kisumu, Kenya
RegisterNow!
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— Why the Convention?,
THE ROTARIAN, January 1925

My Fellow Rotarians,

As we continue to mark this month of
February - Rotary’s Peace and Conflict
Resolution/Prevention month - the clarion
call stands - we must do whatever is in our
power to be agents of peace not just in
Rotary but in our businesses, our
professions, our communities and our
country. As we draw closer to the elections
this year, let us remain vigilant ambassadors
of peace.
Our guest this week is Jessica Posner
Odede, an ambassador of peace in her own
right. The projects she is undertaking in the
slum area of Kibera are certainly making a
contribution to the realization of peaceful
urban communities. Slum areas remain
vulnerable and volatile during election
periods. Engaging with the communities
here and especially the young people is key
to minimizing political polarization during
campaign seasons. We hope to continue
working with our Rotary Community Corps
of Huruma and Mathare to engage these
communities in constructive dialogue.
The World Urbanization Prospects by UN
DESA’s Population Division reports that
54% of the world’s population is now living
in urban areas and this is estimated to

increase to 66% by 2050. What does this
mean? Our challenges will be even greater
with rapid urbanization. How can we ensure
our urban populations are secure and the
associated challenges including food security
and crime are kept at a minimum?
Our work in partnership with Rotary clubs in
rural communities is but one of the many
solutions to this problem. If we stabilize rural
communities through our projects, then we
solve one of the challenges of urbanization influx of rural communities into urban areas.
Let us get involved with the Rotary
Foundation committee and the Community
service committee and share our project
ideas and implement them not just here in
the city but also in our rural communities, in
partnership with Rotary clubs on the ground.
I look forward to your continued support as
we draw close to the end of this year and
especially as we carry out our planned
community service projects in the next few
months.

Ahsante!

David Githanga
CLUB PRESIDENT, 2016/17
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Rotary announces new
chief philanthropy officer
Evanston, Ill. (Jan. 25, 2017) — Rotary taps fundraising expert, Eric Schmelling, to
manage philanthropy and fundraising for the humanitarian service organization’s
$1 billion charitable arm – The Rotary Foundation.
As the Chief Philanthropy Officer, Schmelling will lead the area responsible for
facilitating contributions to The Rotary Foundation. The foundation, celebrating
its centennial, has a one-year fundraising goal of $300 million. It grants over $200
million annually to eradicate polio and funds
projects and scholarships in
communities worldwide.

“With over 20 years at Rotary, Eric brings a deep understanding to this role,” said John Hewko, general secretary of
Rotary. “Under Eric’s guidance in his previous roles, we have seen tremendous growth in overall contributions, including in our effort to end polio. We look forward to continued success under Eric’s leadership.”
Schmelling began his career at Rotary in 1995 and has held several positions, including director of planned and major
gifts. “It is truly an honor to work for an organization dedicated to making the world a better place,” said Schmelling. “I
have invested much of my career here because I believe in Rotary’s mission to end polio and provide those in need
with access to clean water, education, peace, healthcare and economic opportunities. As chief philanthropy officer, I am
excited to help lead the organization’s efforts to make sure we have the financial resources to continue improving
communities worldwide.”
Schmelling is an alumnus of Beloit College in Wisconsin and received his M.A. from Central European University in
Hungary. He is a member of the Rotary Club of Evanston Lighthouse.

February is Peace and Conflict
Prevention/Resolution Month
Here are some historical moments…
In 1921, Rotary International (RI) adopted:
...“The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and
peace through a world of fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.”
During the 1933-35 Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay, Chilean Rotarians worked through Rotarians in the two rival countries
to form a commission to work out the basis of a peace agreement.
Results: Meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the commission was
able to negotiate an end to hostilities.
At Rotary's 1940 convention in Havana, Cuba, delegates adopted
the "Respect for Human Rights Resolution," a precursor to the
UN's 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The Rotary relationship with the United Nations dates back to the
founding of the UN in 1945. 49 Rotarians attended the 1945 UN
Charter Conference in San Francisco, helping to shape the text and
focus of the charter, particularly on economic, social and
humanitarian issues. Today Rotary holds the highest consultative
status of any NGO with several UN agencies, including UNESCO.
The Flagship - The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to support
the efforts of Rotary International in the fulfillment of the Fourth
Objective of Rotary:
“The achievement of world understanding and peace
through local, national, and international … humanitarian,
educational, and cultural programs.”
Through International Programs:

 World Peace Scholars Program
 Presidential Peace Conference
 Group Study Exchange
 International Youth Exchange
 Ambassadorial Scholarship
 Matching Grants
 3-H Grants
 Friendship Exchange

ATTENDANCE
9TH FEBRUARY 2017
MEMBERS PRESENT - 24
MAKE UPS - 10

94.44%

