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Attendance Update 
M=Thursday Fellowship 
TTL=including committee meetings, projects, 
events, etc. 

 M TTL 

Avg Jul 06 77% 113% 

Avg Aug 06   

Avg Sep 06   

Avg Oct 06   

Avg Nov 06   

Avg Dec 06   

Nov 02 69%  

Nov 09 66%  

Nov 16 81%  

Nov 23 72%  
Nov 30 85%  

President's Corner       Next Meetings 
Thursday, December 7, 2006, 12.30pm: 

Club Meeting at Grand Regency 

Sergeant At Arms: Barbara Steen-
strup/Zaf Khan 

Event: Inductions 

Thursday, December 14, 2006, 12.30pm: 

Club Meeting cum AGM at Grand Re-
gency 

Event: Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
where we will elect office bearers for 
the 2007-08 Rotary Year and also dis-
cuss our accounts. Rtn. James Mwangi, 
the club's secretary, will steer the meet-
ing. 

 

Minutes of the meeting on Thursday, 30th November 2006   
Visiting Rotarians: Rtr. Laila Schneider-Gossens from the Rotaract Club of United 
States International University - Africa, Rtr. Chris Otera and Rtr. Melissa Makoha 
both from the Rotaract Club of Nairobi Central. There was also Ms. Ciru G. the pa-
tron of the Rotaract Club of United States International University - Africa. 

Guests of Rotarians: Rtn. Mari Nelson's guest was Ms. Pauline Njeru a business 
lady, Rtn. Nick Hutchinson's guest was Mr. Steven Njukia from RATES, Vice Presi-
dent David Githanga's guest was Mr. Edwin Kinyanjui, Rtn. Vickie Winkler's guests 
were Darren Bills and Nathan Bailey both from HEART and Mr. Thierry Njomgang 
from Coca Cola Eastern & Central Africa, Rtn. Waiyaki Hinga's guest was Mr. Ken 
Ruhiu, Rtn. Suli Shah's guest was Mr. Kamal Sanghani from Jai Ambe, Rtn. Arthur 
Mattli's guest was Mrs. Beatrice Karago from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rtn. 
Carmelo Cocuzza's guest was Mr. V. Meite from CDE, Rtn. Anna Ramamonjiarisoa's 
guest was Ms. Joyce Kariuki from the Kenya Girl Guides Association (KGGA), PP 
Arun Devani's guest was Mr. J. Devani from Lions, Rtn. Barbara Magoha's guest was 
Ms. Ann Valoe and President Diamond Lalji's guest was Mr. Esmail Waliji from Face 
to Face.  

Rotarians Welcomed Back: Rtn. Simeon Macharia, Rtn. Dan Poenaru, Rtn. Alain 
Morel, PP Arun Devani, Rtn. George Waititu, PP Jerry Owuor.  

Announcements and Notices:  

• Rtr. Chris Otera made an announcement about a 
dancing competition organized by the Rotaract Club of 
Nairobi Central to be held on Saturday, 2 December 
2006 at Crooked Q in Westlands.  

• Vice President David Githanga made an announce-
ment about a Club Service Committee meeting to be 
held immediately after the meeting.  

• Rtn. Arthur Mattli led members and guests in singing a Happy Birthday to Rtn. 
Sylvia Mwichuli and Rtn. Sally Gitoho.   There after they cut a cake and distrib-
uted it to members.  

Rtn. Arthur Mattli  was the Sergeant At Arms and raised Kshs.8450. 

The Guest Speaker Mr. Gerald Mahinda the Group Managing Director of East Afri-
can Breweries Limited (EABL). He gave an overview of EABL and informed the 
meeting that his company was worth over one billion US dollars and contributes 
some 10% of Kenya's GDP. The key to EABL's success included a clear focus on 
keeping promises made, innovation, sales and marketing, mergers and acquisitions, 
good financial performance and strategy among others. He added that the use of 
technology has also greatly contributed to EABL's excep-
tional growth. The com- pany he said had also em-
barked on a programme of recruiting Kenyans working 
abroad who have brought beneficial skills and experience 
further contributing to its success.  

He informed the meeting that his company was not a 
monopoly and it had only 30% of the alcohol drinking 
market and there was still a vast market out there to be 
tapped.  

The recently launched Senator Keg has managed to 
penetrate the market and is now its fastest selling brand rivalling the famous Tusker.  
As he winded his captivating presentation he informed those present that EABL is 
also involved in charitable activities through the EABL Foundation that addresses 
education, water, health and environment in East Africa.  Additionally, they are cur-
rently sponsoring the Project Fame contest on TV.  Moreover, the giant brewer he 
said had developed a responsible drinking campaign to inform and educate consum-
ers on the dangers of over consumption of alcohol.   

Mr. Gerald Mahinda was introduced by Rtn. Connie Freeman while PP Arun Devani 
gave the vote of thanks.   After his presentation, he was presented with two flattened 
Tusker glass bottles made by Kitengela Glass along with a framed copy of Rotary's 
4-Way Test.  

Birthday ‘Babies’: 

December: 
Juergen Ender  - December 3 

Ashok Shah—December 15, 1948 
Olivier Vetter—December 16, 1955 
Yusuf Keshavjee—December 22 

Romy Madan—December 26 
Stephen Mwenesi—December 26 

On behalf of the President, the Board and 
fellow members of the Rotary Club of 

Nairobi we wish to take this opportunity 
to wish you a HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  We 

hope you have a great day surrounded by 
your loved ones.  

(Forgot someone? Sorry! 
Please forward your birthday details 

to the editor!) 
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Have you ever imag-
ined a world without hy-
potheti-cal situations? It would 
be rather dreary and boring. Here 
are some of those hypothetical situations 
that are the spice of life.  

• How come you press harder on a re-
mote control when you know the battery 
is dead?  

• You know how most packages say 
"open here" what is the protocol if the 
package says, "Open somewhere 
else?"  

• Why are they called apartments, when 
they're all stuck together? 

• Why do people without a watch look at 
their wrist when you ask them what 
time it is?  

• Why do you ask someone without a 
watch what time it is?  

• Why is it that the guy who comes up 
behind you while you're waiting for an 
elevator presses the already lit "up" 
button — as though he-somehow has 
magical powers that you didn't have 
when you pressed it the first time?  

• Why do banks charge you a "non-
sufficient funds fee" on money they 
already know you don't have?  

• Does the reverse side also have a re-
verse side?  

• Why is the al-phabet in that order?  

• If you got into a taxi and the driver 
started driving backwards, would he 
end up owing you money?  

• What would a chair look like if your 
knees bent the other way?  

• Why is a carrot more orange than an 
orange?  

• Do fish get cramps after eating? 

• How come ''abbreviated'' is such a long 
word  

• Why are there five syllables in the word 
"monosyllabic"?  

• If it's zero degrees outside today and 
it's supposed to be twice as cold tomor-
row, how cold is it going to be?  

• Why do ballet dancers always dance on 
their toes? Wouldn't it be easier to just 
hire taller dancers?  

 

Fellow Rotarians,  

Hi. We finally had the 2006 President's 
Christmas Party dubbed the Costume 
Party by Rtn. Barbara Magoha on Sun-
day, 3rd December 2006 at the United 
Kenya Club. Rotarians came in all 
manner of costumes and also as them-
selves. As usual, your writer here will 
take you through the highlights.  

We will begin by traveling back in time. 
In October 1789 Marie Antoinette ut-
tered (allegedly some say) the immor-
tal words "Qu'ils mangent de la bri-
oche". This was her response when told her people had no bread. "Let them eat cake" is 
the translation. We had our own French lady at Sunday’s costume party. Unfortunately or is 
it fortunately in the true Rotarian spirit she was the gentler Marie and was kind enough not 
to say these words.  

By the time we got there, the place was all spruced up and Rotarians Barbara, Halima, 
Anna and Elizabeth were making the final touches. PP Manu Chandaria accompanied by 
the lovely Aruna dropped by with some good news for our club. The good news just like our 
French lady above will be unmasked in a little while.  

The welcoming committee included a Duruma elder complete with a maroon Fez and tradi-
tional waist cloth. This Duruma elder was Rtn. Kauli Mwembe. Another Fez cladding Rotar-
ian was PP Jonathan and the lovely Sylvie. Jonathan came in as a Turk. The colourful 
Masai attire was the most popular with PP John Simba dressed as a Masai warrior, Rtn. 

John Konchellah and Ruth with what we may call Western-
ized Masai garments. This garment saw Rtn. John Konchel-
lah taking the third place in the best costume category at 
the end. Vice Country Chair Sudesh Walia and Rtn. Mari 
Nelson also came in as lovely Masai ladies.  

Rtn. Rita Gori came as a Cowgirl and as one of the co-
masters of ceremonies ensured the event went well. Later, 
she was to show us some of her talents. Ditto Atia and 
more of that later. Lest we forget, Rtn. Charles Rogers was 
also there. We had two presidents and these were Neena 
Handa from the Rotary Club of Nairobi East and George 
Nyagisere from the Rotary Club of Hurlingham and his 
spouse  

PP Omi and the lovely Pamela crowned the occasion and 
so were Rtn. Edward Kairu, Rtn. Simeon Macharia, IPP Eric 
Krystall, Rtn. Francis Njiri and his daughter. Also present 
were Rtn. Nazir Jadavji and James Mwangi with their lead-
ing ladies Khairun and Beatrice respectively.  

Apparently one of the world’s greatest mysteries will remain 
unresolved as one the protectors to the mysteries of the 
Holy Grail refused to tell your writer here its location. PP 
Darsi Lotay came dressed elegantly as a Knights Templar 
and by his side was his good lady Renate who if we recall 
came in as a Roman or Greek lady in a mask.  

Aha, Rtn. Anna Ramamonjiarisoa and the polite Rtn. Ro-
land kept true to the motherland as they both donned tradi-
tional Malagasy garb.  

They say purple is the colour of Royalty and Rtn. Halima Shaiyah did exude some of this in 
her head to toes purple outfit that reminded us of some Arabian princess. Another visitor 
from that part of the world was the Sheikh of Dubai who was warmly greeted on his arrival. 
This Sheikh was none other than Rtn. Salim Fazal who in the course of the event managed 
to get a pledge of over 40 wheelchairs from those present.  He informed us the club is pur-
chasing some 200 wheelchairs at Kshs.6,000 each and invited members to make pledges. 
The Sheikh of Dubai seems to have had his lucky day as over 40 pledges were received. 
Some 160 or so chairs are still pending and the pledging hotline is still open. Please contact 

(Continued on page 3) 

President’s Christmas PartyPresident’s Christmas PartyPresident’s Christmas Party   
A report by DHL 
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Request for 
Wheelchair Pledges 

Friends, our club is currently in the process 
of procuring 200 high quality wheelchairs 
from abroad through a contact we received 
from PDG Yusuf Kodwavwala. The cost is 
Kshs.6,000 per chair. At the President's 
Xmas Party held last Sunday we received 
over 40 pledges from members. We wish to 
request for more. 

Those who wish to pledge their support 
please contact Salim Fazal (project coordi-
nator) on salim.fazal@finabank.com or 
222580, 246943. 

page3 Rotary Club of Nairobi—Weekly Bulletin 
 

This is a weekly publication by the Rotary Club of 
Nairobi. Editor-in-Chief: Christian Knochenhauer. 
You are receiving this as a member of the club or 
because you requested to receive this mailing. To 
remove your name from our mailing list pls send an 
email to: communications@rotarynairobi.org. 

ROTARY CLUB OF NAIROBI 
Founded Sep 11, 1930 

Club No. 17261 
P.O.Box 41181-00100 

Nairobi, Kenya 

 
Our Vision: 

To remain the leading Rotary Club in Kenya 
and beyond, where dynamic members enjoy 

bringing great benefit to their community  

Our Mission: 
To implement high impact service projects in 

education, in health, with youth and else-
where, while members enjoy  

each others’ fellowship 

Our values: 
- Commitment 

- Care 
- Humility 

- Friendliness 
- Trustworthiness 
- Responsiveness 

Board 2005/06: 

President: Diamond Lalji 
Email: president@rotarynairobi.org 

Mobile: 0733-634760 

Vice-President: David Githanga 
President-Elect: Neil MacDougall 

Secretary: James Mwangi 
Treasurer: Valter Donati 

Website: www.rotarynairobi.org 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
December 17, 2006 

Medical Camp and Christmas Party 
at Mji wa Huruma Home for Aged facili-
tated by Family of Rotary Home Fellow-

ship Group 19 (Organised by DHL, 
Moh'd, Darsi, Ashok, Rita, Melanie, 

Charles, David)  

 Salim.  And thank you Sheikh of Dubai for your dedication to the 
mobility of others through the wheelchair project.   

When you are the King of Twist you come as the King of Twist to 
a Costume Party. No costumes needed!  This King of Twist had 
just returned from the Western part of this continent but when the 
word twist was whispered in his ears he dashed over to protect 
his crown. This was none other than the significant other to PP 
Evelyn Mungai. PP Mike Eldon and PP Evelyn Mungai were also 
present and Mike did show us who is the King of Twist by win-
ning a twist dancing competition with his Masai partner (Sudesh). 
Others in the twist dance were PP John Simba and Rtn. Klarissa 
Wills-Lang, Rtn. Omurembe Iyadi and Juliet Klass.  

Honorary Member Friedel Liebe-Savage certainly had one of the 
most unique costumes in the form of a wooden stomach.  An-
other unique feature was that it was a pregnant stomach. Our 
host Rtn. Harry Wanderi donned a Nigerian agbada while Rtn. 
Elizabeth Maloba and her beau Rtn. John Nzau donned match-
ing Kitenge tops.  

Rtn. Barbara was quite resplendent in her attire as a king’s helper complete with a long 
scepter to match. As general administrator she chaperoned the event with the help of the 
able hands of Rotarians Halima, Anna, Rita, Kauli and Elizabeth.  

PP Arun Devani also came in as a Sheikh and by his side was a fashionable and glamor-
ous lady straight out of the cover of Vogue magazine. This was his good lady Illa whose 
matching lemon green outfit was a total knockout! Arun, tell Illa that if she ever thinks of a 
career change we know people who know people in the fashion capitals of Milan, Paris, 

London New York and can put in a word or two for her.  

And what a better way to celebrate your birthday than with 
friends with a good purpose like Rotarians. Dressed in a 
Swahili Kanzu Rtn. Jurgen Ender and the first lady cele-
brated their birthdays with two cakes that they shared with 
us.  

That famed Mexican do gooder Zorro never showed but his 
girlfriend did. This was Juliet Klass who was dressed as 
Zorro’s girlfriend and spent time with Pierre a.k.a. PP Mike 
Klass whose wide round collar snow white shirt was one of 
the unique designs around.  

Rtn. Barrack Muluka and his good lady Dorothy were also 
present with Barry donning a Kaunda suit. Some mysterious 
visitor arrived and drew our attention and Rtn. Barbara led us 
in unmasking our unidentified black burqa wearing friend. 
Burqa is the complete body covering black (though not al-
ways) dress won especially by Afghani women. Names were 
tossed around as Barbara promised a cash prize for who-
ever could correctly guess who was underneath it.  

The earlier mentioned talents that Rtn. Rita showed us was her singing skills. She wonder-
fully performed a rendition of Roberta Flack’s all time classic ballad “Killing Me Softly” and 
Dolly Parton’s “I will be there before the next tear drop” Bravo Rita and by Presidential de-
cree you have been appointed the Rotary Club of Nairobi Official Singer. (Of course you 
share that slot with Rtn. Arthur Mattli) Which reminds your writer here that we need to issue 
another decree and this time on Rtn. Atia.  But then again, lets hold on that for a little while 
since our next costume clad Rotarian was another show stopper.  

He arrived to a thunderous applause. His dressing was from that tribe called Bikers. His 
hair was luminous green and straight. He wore a black mouth muzzle and one way mirror 
like shades. He walked in and stopped the room in awe at first and upon recognition he 
was getting a roaring welcoming approbation. Congratulations Rtn. Romy Madan! You 
were unique! 

Ok,….now the next decree can be issued. Here is why. In came Rtn. Atia Yahya dressed in 
a beautiful oriental top. But don’t be mistaken by her oriental dress, her mind and body 
were elsewhere. In fact it was Cuba where her performance on Sunday is a favourite pas-
time. Accompanied by two other dancers both named Mike they showed us salsa moves 
we had never seen before.  

With quick mind boggling and eye snatching leg and body work they swayed and moved 
around. Not being adept at salsa we lack the words to describe this dance that got every-

(President’s Christmas Party—continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Computer problems? 
I am on call to come to your office/
home to solve hardware/software is-
sues at very reasonable fees.  
Contact Rctr. Steven Ogola 0725-
311895 

A great Gardener! 
Alfred is the best gardener I have ever 
had! He works part time for me and still 
has a few hours during the week free. 
Contact Rtrn. Christian 0722-705002 
or 2735078 

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE! 
Place your ad -just Kshs 100 per week.  Contact Rtn. Christian 2735078 

Car Boot 
Sale! 

 
Sunday, 10th 

December 9am—
1pm at Carnivore Car Park.  Sellers: 

Kshs 800 per car, buyers: Kshs 20 pp. 
All admission fees go to KSPCA. 

Holiday/Christmas Gifts 
Visit Kitengela Glass at Adams Arcade, 
Ngong Rd. Contact Rtn. Nani Croze 
0722-522246 

FOR SALE! 

Landrover Defender 110 
89,000kms, BF Goodrige all-terrain 
tyres, diesel, perfect condition, Kshs 
990,000 Contact Rtn. Nani Croze 
0733-621597 

Cozy, secure guest cot-
tage for rent 
 
Fully furnished 1 bedroom cozy, cape 
dutch cottage, good security—Tate 
Close end of Kitisuru Road—
convenient to Gigiri, US Embassy, ISK 
and Westlands areas. Private garden, 
phone with computer jack, bedroom, 
living/dining room, kitchen, bath, good 
closet space. Available from January 
1st, 2007.  
 
Contact Barbara Steenstrup, T: 
4183545, 0733-623008 

body firmly glued to their seats during the entire performance. So we 
will issue the second decree by appointing Atia the “Rotary Club of 
Nairobi Official Salsa Dancer and Teacher”. Atia, we will soon come 
knocking at your door for lessons. Don’t leave town this holiday sea-
son. And that’s another decree!  

After the spectacular dance and some announce-
ments yours truly made brief comments on the 
past six months and also the earlier mentioned 
good news brought by our dear friend Aruna 
Chandaria. Aruna has kindly made a donation of 
Kshs.500,000 to the club for support to a commu-
nity service activity of the club’s choice. This was 
from the sale of one of her books. Aruna, we the 
Rotary Club of Nairobi, wish to express our sincere 
gratitude for this generous donation. We assure 
you that it will be put to good use.  

Our song savvy master of ceremonies Rtn. Rita 
then organized for a couple’s Charleston Dance 
that included Rtn. Roland and Sylvie Campaign, 

Rtn. Francis and Renate Darsi, and President George and Rtn. Mari. 
The winners were Rtn. Roland and Sylvie.  

We had the ‘President’s Kitchen Cabinet’ making statements and 
this was led by our French Queen mentioned earlier. She was Rtn. 
Sally Gitoho whose centuries old French outfit complete with match-
ing hair style and shoes led the show. Next was an address by a 
pirate who performed an act by a World War Two veteran. The pirate 
was my good friend Rtn. Nick Hutchinson whose amazing outfit saw 
him awarded the ‘Best Costume Prize’ by the judges who comprised 
the sponsors.  

It comprised a black pirate’s hat with the skull and cross bones, black 
jacket and trousers plus knee high boots to match. And by his side 
was a lady he had apparently captured in one of his many adven-
tures but she seemed very comfortable with him. Whilst clutching her 
pirate beau she coyly told your correspondent here that Gillie was 
her name.  

Rtn. Barbara impersonated Imelda Marcos and 
proclaimed that all the world’s shoes and fashion-
able clothes were hers. The Crusader Knight PP 
Darsi gave a rib trickling speech supposedly given 
by the Last King of Scotland on his visit to the UK to 
see the Queen. This last King of the Scots was the 
late Ugandan Dictator Idi Amin.  

It was a day of scenes and another real show stop-
per was the arrival of Mr. Tewolde Gebremeske and 
Charlie Chaplin. With Tewolde by her side Rtn. 
Malinda Wheeler perfectly impersonated the all time 
classic master comedian Charlie Chaplin complete 
with a hat and moustache. Hers was such a won-
derful sight that she was immediately forced to 
dance by the master of ceremony upon arrival.   

As we were winding up we had a large cake to celebrate the day as 
more couples danced the Waltz with Engelbert’s “The Last Waltz” 
playing on. Once again through random allocation dancers were 
paired and we had the Pirate and the French Queen, the Masai lady 
and PP Jerry and Barrack Muluka and Anne Valoe. 

Previously, the humorous PP Jerry Owuor brought the house down 
with laughter as he read to us a list of books written by the political 
class in Kenya. Jerry, hope you will share it with members at one of 
the meetings.  

Finally, before we forget, the Burqa wearing lady later unleashed 
herself to a Kitenge wearing Klarissa Wills-Lang and the mystery 
was solved.  

Well, we have to stop here. Sunday was a day of many events just 
like the costumes. A photographic slide presentation will be shown at 
tomorrow’s meeting.  

We wish to express our appreciation to all the organizers. Once 
again thanks to Rotarians Barbara, Halima, Anna, Elizabeth, Anna, 
Rita and Kauli. And many many thanks to all participants.  

DHL 

(President’s Christmas Party—continued from page 3) 


