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Issue 39  -  April 27, 2006 WEEKLY BULLETIN 

SERVICE Above Self Rotary Club of Nairobi District 9200 

 Next Meetings 
Thursday, 27th April 2006 

Sgt-at-Arms: Michael Klaas/Ashok Shah 

Speaker: HE William Bellamy US Am-
bassador  

Thursday, 4th May 2006  

Speaker: Justice Aaron Ringera - Direc-
tor/Chief Executive KACC  

Thursday, 11th May 2006  

Event: Club Assemblies  

Thursday, 18th May 2006  

Speaker: IMF Senior Resident Repre-
sentative Mr. Jurgen Reitmaier. 

Thursday, 25th May 2006  

Event: Meet & Greet cum Spouse Day  

Speaker: Mr. Maina Kiai, Chairman, 
Kenya National Commission of Human 
Rights (KNCHR)  

Thursday, 1st June 2006  

Madaraka Day—no meeting! 

Attendance Update 
M=Thursday Fellowship 
TTL=including committee meetings, 
projects, events, etc. 

 M TTL 

Avg JUL: 60% 68% 

Avg AUG: 59% 70% 

Avg SEP: 72% 88% 

Avg OCT: 57% 69% 

Avg NOV: 67% 71% 

Avg DEC: 50% 70% 

Avg JAN: 54% 66% 

Avg FEB: 63% 84% 

Avg MAR: 61% 69% 

Apr 06, 2006: 49%  

Apr 13, 2006: 51%  

Apr 20, 2006: 56%  

Apr 27, 2006:   

Minutes of Club Meeting April 20 
Visiting Rotarians: PP. Joe Otin (RC Nairobi East); Rtns. Charles Nelson 
and Natasha Martin (RC Halfmoon Bay, CA. USA); Rtn.                             
Nyaga Mashimba (RC Nairobi North). 

Guests of Rotarians: Susanna Mathoni, daughter of Rtn. Lucy Gitonga; Lu-
ther Martin, Guest of PP. Darsi Lotay; Brian Heath and                                 
Edward Nkoitoi, Guests of Rtn. John Konchellah; Margeret Odhiambo, Stanbic 
Bank, Guest of Rtn. David Wafula;  Jared of FINA Bank, Guest of Rtn. Salim 
Fazal. 

 Rotarians welcomed back:  PPs. Darsi Lotay and John Simba;  Rtn. Simeon 
M a c h a r i a  ( w h o  e x p r e s s e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e                                                         
club's condolences). 

Announcements:   

• Rtn. Halima Shaiyah reported on the Kilimambogo fellowship and pre-
sented a cheque for KES 10,000/- collected  for the Jacaranda School.  

• Pres. Eric announced the board meeting for the present and incoming 
boards on Tuesday 25th April at the Grand Regency Hotel. 
  

The Sergeant-at-Arms was Rtn. Anna Ramamonjiariso who collected KES. 
5,650/-  

The speaker was Alec Davis, CEO of Davis and Shirtliff who spoke on the 
water situation in Kenya.  He was introduced by PP. Mike Eldon and thanked 
by Rtn. Przemek Bobak.  

ROTARIANS INVITED TO RI-UNESCO 
CONFERENCE IN PARIS  
A water conference sponsored by UNESCO and Rotary International will be 
held on 12 May at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. RI President Carl-Wilhelm 
Stenhammar will address the meeting. In a letter inviting Rotarians, Rotarac-
tors, and guests to the event, RI Vice President Serge Gouteyron explains that 
attendees will be able to explore opportunities for collaborative projects with 
the nongovernmental organization.  
 
“Our [Rotary’s] ties with UNESCO, historically, are very close,” Gouteyron 
says, “and our two organizations share the same two major goals regarding 
mankind and its future: education and water.”  
 
Although the conference is free, participants must register by 1 May. Due to 
limited space, registration is first come, first served. 
 
Interested Rotarians can download the registration form and conference 
schedule. Completed forms should be faxed to 33 -1-45-03-1710 or mailed to 
RI District 1660, 40 Boulevard Emile Augier, 75116 Paris, France. 
 
For more details about the conference, e-mail Cyril Noirtin 
(cyril.noirtin@wanadoo.fr), alternate RI representative to UNESCO. 

 F u n d r a i s i n g  …  P l a y  …  T h e a t r e  …  F e l l o w s h i p …  
Come and watch Henrik Ibsen’s Classic Play  

“A Doll’s House” 
This is about a woman’s fight to keep her dignity and self re-
spect.  
Date: Saturday, 30th May 2006 
Time: 3.00pm 
Venue: The Professional Centre, Parliament Road  
Charges: Kshs. 1,000 
All proceeds go towards the club’s various Community Service Projects 
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Saturday, 30th May @ 3pm at 
Professional Centre:  

“A Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen 
Tickets: Kshs 1000/= 

Contact Diamond for details 

For your Diary 

ROTARY CLUB OF NAIROBI 
Founded Sep 11, 1930 

Club No. 17261 
P.O.Box 41181-00100 

Nairobi, Kenya 

 
Our Vision: 

To remain the leading Rotary Club in 
Kenya and beyond, where dynamic 

members enjoy bringing great benefit to 
their community  

Our Mission: 
To implement high impact service pro-
jects in education, in health, with youth 
and elsewhere, while members enjoy  

each others’ fellowship 

Our values: 
- Commitment 

- Care 
- Humility 

- Friendliness 
- Trustworthiness 
- Responsiveness 

Board 2005/06: 

President: Eric Krystall 
Email: ekrystall@africaonline.co.ke 

Mobile: 0733-621597 

Vice-President: Atia Yahya 
President-Elect: Diamond Lalji 

Secretary: Romy Madan 
Treasurer: Mike Fairhead 

Website: www.rotarynairobi.org 
This is a weekly publication by the Rotary Club of Nairobi. Editor-in-Chief: Christian Knochenhauer. 
You are receiving this as a member of the club or because you requested to receive this mailing. To 

MAJOR DONOR PASSIONATE ABOUT 
HELPING 

When Susan Christine O'Neal learns of a 
desperate human need, she feels as if 
she must help. In 2000, O'Neal con-
tracted with a nongovernmental organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C., to present a 
workshop on fundraising in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to participants from eight African 
nations. She also attended her first Ro-
tary club meetings in Nairobi. Little did 
she realize how her experiences in this 
East African country would change her 
life and the lives of others. 

While there, O'Neal met a Kenyan woman who wanted to educate 
young Maasai girls to help prepare them for modern life. A rapport de-
veloped between the two, which enabled the woman's school to fex-
pand rom five to 40 girls. Within one month of returning to Washington 
and becoming a Rotarian, O'Neal created a US$50,000 Matching 
Grant proposal, subsequently approved by The Rotary Foundation 
Trustees, to provide a water well, furniture, and computer equipment 
for this blossoming school. Additionally, she raised funds privately to 
build a large school building and she provided the school with beds, 
heaters, sewing machines, vaccines, a television for English instruc-
tion, and classes in self-defense. 

In 2003, O'Neal led a Matching Grant effort to train 70 rural women in 
Senegal to create tailoring businesses. "These women will pass their 
new vocation on to their daughters, who will do the same with their 
daughters, so this is a gift that will keep on giving for generations," 
says O'Neal, "In Africa it is said, 'Support a woman and you support a 
nation.'" 

A clinic in Haiti benefited from Rotary funds that O'Neal raised to pro-
vide medical equipment for the care of destitute children. She has also 
donated funds to numerous Rotary projects around the world, includ-
ing the Cura project in Nairobi which provides housing to orphans 
whose parents have died of AIDS. 

O'Neal traveled to India in 2003 as a PolioPlus volunteer and was 
again deeply moved by extreme poverty. Before going to India, she 
had supported the efforts of an ashram that houses 80 former child 
slaves rescued from slave labor by Indian humanitarian agencies. 
O'Neal has since met with the children on three occasions, presenting 
each with bath towels, soap, new clothing, books, pens, pencils, and 
toys, allowing these forgotten young ones the joy of ownership. 

O'Neal, who divides her time between Colorado and Arizona, is a Ro-
tary Foundation Major Donor and has established the Susan Christine 
O'Neal Donor Advised Fund with the Foundation. "Susan was one of 
the first Rotarians to open a Donor Advised Fund at the Foundation 
which she uses for humanitarian purposes," comments Washington, 
D.C., club member Phillip Bradbury. 

O'Neal says she is committed to creating international Rotary projects. 
"There is a huge disparity of wealth between the people of developed 
countries and developing countries, and we have a moral obligation to 
offer our help. It is through Rotary International that we are able to 
reach out to the poorest of the poor and profoundly improve the lives 
of our fellow man." 

Appreciation  
My family and I are most grateful to the 
members of the Rotary Club of Nairobi 
who sent messages of condolence and 
to those who came to our house to con-
sole us after the untimely death of my 
dear wife Perpetua Wanjiru Macharia.   
 
Thank you for your fellowship during this 
period.  This reminds me of the English 
saying, “A friend in need is a friend in 
deed”. Please convey our thanks and 
appreciation to the members of the 
Rotary Club of Nairobi for this good 
gesture.  

Yours Sincerely in Rotary,  
Eng. Simeon Ndiritu Macharia 
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Summary and abstract of Minutes of Board Meeting held on 
28th March, 2006 
 

1. Amendments to RCN Constitution: Soft copy of the RCN Constitution being sought from Rtn. Dinesh 
Kapila.  
 
2. RCN Trust Budget Funding: Transfer of funds to RCN had been instructed. 
 
3. Fundraising:   

– Trust funds of Kshs. 2 M had been received. 
– A Project accounts management system being investigated by Treasurer in conjunction with Audi-
tors. 
– RYLA: DEPOT would be the ideal place to house activity. 
– RYSA: Ongoing Swedish matching grant project managed by Rotaract Nairobi Central.  
– David Wafula to compile report/audit of Rotaract activity. 

 
4. Vocational. Enterprise Award Scheme postponed, but other projects ongoing. 
           
5. Fund raising:  

- Club history: Book not a fundraiser due to its publishing costs and its market of Rotarians only. A 
publisher may be prohibitive as compared to a contracted printer. Pres. Eric, Rtns. Yusuf, P.P.John 
and Barrack to resolve. 

- Fund Raising Comm. needed support. Rtn. Stephen Mwenesi volunteered. 
- Raffle suggested, with outside participation. 
- International involvement in fundraising suggested, particularly with current M.G. clubs.  

 
6. Club Service and Membership:  

- Rtn. Harry Wanderi approved for transfer.  
- Rtn. Shem Amadi seeking membership from Asmara.    
- Committee to circulate bulletin on attendance clculation method. 
- Delinquent members to be terminated this year, on approval of the Board. 
- Voting delegates for District Conference approved: Pres. Eric, P.E. Diamond and Rtns. Stephen 

Mwenesi and James.  
 
7. Community Service.  

- SCAW project to be used as a model for other parts of the world. 
- Football tournament and cultural festival to be Vocational project.  
- Rally for the Disabled: Discussion and debate on pros and cons of a single day event verses long 

term projects.  
 
8. International Service: Project management needed strengthening. 
 
9. R.I. President: Would visit the country on 20th to 22nd August, 2006. Programme of project visits and joint 
dinner. 
 
10. New Rotary Centre: At advanced stage of planning. Budget of Kshs. 30M and 4M raised. Centennial Pro-
ject. At Jacaranda Special School, Kileleshwa. Existing Rotary Centre structure to be demolished. 
 
11. Rotary Club of Hurlingham: Urgently needed new membership. 
 
12. Marketing Rotary: Suggestion of a large cocktail party for all clubs and prospective Rotarians. 
 
13. Mbagathi Sanitation: Toilets roof was completed. 
 
14. New Board: Was recognized and thanked. 
 
15. Anchor/Hope: Programme had strong momentum and would be very exciting.  

 
 

Romy Madan. 
Secretary. 

 
 
 
  


