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My Fellow Rotarians,

In his address to the 201¥8 class of

district governors, RI Presidemect lan H.

S. Riseley challenged clubs to improve their
gender balance and lower the average age
of their me mber s.
members are women and a paltry 5% of our
entire membership are below the age of 40!

Despite the milestones made since 1989
when Rotary membership was opened to
women, the presidenglect notes that the
pace has been slow and clubs must
prioritize the achievement of gender parity.
Out of the 539 incoming governors, 103 are
women, and PE lan reiterates that we need
more of such women leaders to help
Rotary connect with, and represent, and
better serve, all of the members of all our
communities.

As we take up the presiderg | e ct
challenge, | must commend the leadership
of our club. We have made tremendous
progress since the induction of PP Evelyn
Mungai as our first lady member in 1992.
Today, 37% of our members are women!
We certainly are drawing closer to

achieving gender parity. As for our average
age, 78% of our ages are unreported and |
would like to request you to volunteer your
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Achieving Gender and Age Parity in Club Membership

age information to our club administrator so
that we can update our records and know
where we are on this front. We shall,
however, continue working with our
Rotaractors and seek other opportunities
that will attract younger members to our
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I would like to urge each one of us to take

up the challenge. Let us invite our friends and
young people to our meetings and mentor
them to be quality Rotarians who will take

up leadership not just of this club but of

Rotary responsibilities in the country, the

district and beyond. We must retain our

members and recruit top notch Rotarians

that will keep this club alive and vibrant for
many years to come. Our work and its

impact will outlast us only if we have

members to carry it forth.

I look forward to your insights on how best
we can achieve this. | hope we can have a
candid discussion at our Koroga this
Thursday. Please do plan to attend and invite
a future Rotarian.Ahsante!

David Githanga

CLUB PRESIDENT, 2016/17
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